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			Internet, Derecho y Política. Las transformaciones del Derecho y la Política en 15 artículos

			Diversos autors, Editorial UOC
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			Through this book, readers can examine some of the questions that are at the core of today’s discussion on the consequences of the technology and communication revolution in the realm of law and politics. Its variety of topics also shows the breadth of the effects of this new phenomenon in both regulatory matters and the design of policies. The variety of positions expounded by the authors is a reflection of this double facet of the ICT revolution. Internet, Derecho y Política compiles 15 articles published in the electronic magazine IDP-Internet, Dret i Política which the Law and Political Science programme at the UOC has been promoting since 2005. 

			La literatura

			Sara Martín Alegre, Editorial UOC
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			Literature is suffering from an identity problem: all readers think we know what it is but nobody knows how exactly to define it. The confusion is fed by many diverse factors: a lack of knowledge about the real conditions surrounding the writing profession, the poorly understood differences between literature and narrative, the controversial role of criticism and prizes in shaping today’s literary tastes and the scholarly battles about the literary canon and methods of studying literature. This volume suggests opening new debates about reading and literature by exploring these factors. All readers are encouraged to reflect on why we read what we read, and it gives us the tools needed to pinpoint ourselves within this rich terrain. 

			A la campanya d’Obama. El moviment que va canviar la història dels Estats Units

			Jordi Pérez Colomé, Editorial UOC
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			Barack Obama won historical elections. He is the first black president of the United States. His victory put an end to the poorly rated government of George W. Bush. His discourse on change and hope generated excitement. This is what we’ve already been told. And it’s true. But there was one factor in Obama’s election that went beyond the political campaign. Five million people wanted to change the future of their country and got involved as volunteers. This was not an organisation, it was a movement and it became the most powerful, finely-tuned election machine in history. This is a journalistic book. What it tells is the private and personal story of tens of Americans who chose to not sit back with their arms crossed and instead demonstrate that “yes, we can”. 

			Els think tanks

			Jordi Xifra, Editorial UOC
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			Think tanks are laboratories of ideas. They are an essentially American product. They can be independent or linked to a specific trend, and they often supply political parties with proposals. This book explains what type of people work in think tanks, how they are financed, why they emerged, why they are so successful in the United States and what their chances are of flourishing in other countries. The author of this volume, Jordi Xifra, holds a PhD in Advertising and Public Relations from the Autonomous University of Barcelona and is a professor of Corporate Communication Strategies at Pompeu Fabra University and of Theory and Techniques of Public Relations at the UOC.

			De Santiago de Chile a Puerto Williams. El último pueblo del mundo

			Àngels Doñate / Anna Guerrero, Editorial UOC

			[image: 20.jpg]

			Who has never dreamed about travelling to the end of the world? Who has never wished to get lost in an infinite landscape with no trace of human beings? Who hasn’t imagined following in the footsteps of Amundsen or Darwin? This book is two friends’ dream come true. It is the summary and compilation of experiences and adventures from the journey that two communication professionals took in late 2007 from Barcelona to Port Williams, Chile, with stops in Santiago, the capital, and the Chiloé Islands. On foot and by bus, train, boat and airplane… and always with a destination in mind: the last inhabited town.

			El cerebro cambiante 

			Diego Redolar, Editorial UOC

			The brain regulates the majority of the body’s activities and makes us what we are. Individuals show a vast diversity of behaviours, skills and temperaments that seem to make us unique. This diversity originates in the unquestionably singular character of each person’s brain. Until a few years ago, the scientific community believed that this capacity was only limited to the period when the nervous system was developing. But today we know that an adult brain can change, too. Experience can alter how we use genetic information and trigger modifications in how the brain is structured and works. This book describes some surprising facts of how it is capable of changing: the wonders of the human brain.
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			www.mustapha-cherif.net

			This is the blog of Mustapha Cherif, director of Arab and Islamic Studies at the UOC. Cherif is an Algerian philosopher who has served as his country’s Minister of Education. A renowned expert on Islam and the author of about a hundred books on the dialogue between cultures and civilisations, he advised Pope Benedict XVI before his official trip to Turkey. In his virtual log, written in Arabic and French, Cherif reflects on such timely subjects as the dialogue between religions and relations between the Muslim and Western worlds, the change in the presidency of the United States and the situation in the Gaza Strip, as well as on the lack of democracy and the ills besieging the Arab countries. 

			estalella.wordpress.com

			Adolfo Estalella is a doctoral candidate in the Information and Knowledge Society programme at the UOC, and he works as a doctoral researcher on a grant at the UOC’s Internet Interdisciplinary Institute (IN3). The core subject of the thesis he is developing at the university are blogs and how human sociability is constructed through Internet and digital technologies. How do we forge new social relations using ICTs? What new possibilities do they offer? In his blog, called ConTexto, the author debates these and other issues and analyses subjects related to cyberculture, the application of the Web in everyday life and virtual communities, among others. 
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