
	
		
			[image: missing image file]

		

	


	
		
			WALK IN 

			The quarterly magazine of the UOC

			WALK IN is a paper magazine 

			published by the Communication Department of the UOC

			Av. Tibidabo, 39-43

			08035 Barcelona

			Tel. 93 253 23 00 

			www.uoc.edu

			walkin@uoc.edu 

			Subscriptions: 

			WALK IN is a free magazine for the studient, graduates, lecturers and UOC staff, but you need to subscribe at get_walkin@uoc.edu 

			walkin.uoc.edu: 

			WALK IN magazine on the net

			DL: B-54843-08

			ISSN: 2013-2549

			[image: missing image file]

			If there is no indication to the contrary, all the texts, photographs and illustrations in Walk In are subjected to a Creative Commons recognition license that is non-commercial and without derived works (3.0 Spain). They may be copied, distributed and publicly communicated provided that the author and name of the magazine are mentioned and that they are not used for commercial purposes nor in derived works. Please check the complete license http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/es/deed.ca

			[image: missing image file]

		

	


	
		
			EDITORIAL

			The ‘arbre à palabres’ on the Web 

			Imma Tubella | President of the UOC

			On a recent trip to Dakar, my friend Thierno told me that there is a generational phenomenon in Africa that is threatening the continent’s most deeply rooted social organisation. Besieged by unemployment, pessimism and the temptations of emigration to false El Dorados, young people no longer participate in community life and are fleeing from the advice of their elders.
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			In their desperation, they have found new referents in their quest for an opportunity for a supposedly better life, either on the social networks on the Internet or in the patera boats. As connectivity rises (in the last decade, the number of Internet users rose 1,400% to almost 70 million, and within two years more than half the population of Africa, around 500 million, is expected to have a mobile phone), many young Africans are practically moving into the cybercafés on border cities like Dakar or Tétouan in the hope of developing a virtual relationship that will open the doors to a picture-perfect Europe, from which many of them will return disenchanted or forcibly repatriated. In the next issue of Walk In, we will examine the drama of clandestine emigration in more depth.

			Thierno bemoaned the fact that these young adults do not look towards their own communities when forging their future. Instead of seeking solutions gathering around the l’arbre à palabres as African societies have traditionally done, they get lost on the Web and break the generational chain. According to tradition, the arbre à palabres is the tree, often a baobab, under whose shadow settlements are built and the community sits down to discuss life in society.

			Logically, we cannot blame young Africans for wanting to be connected with the world, and perhaps for this reason the opportunities that the web offers to break this generational rift should be seized upon. With Thierno, the Executive Director of the Olympafrica Foundation, which has opened social integration centres through sports and Olympic values in 47 countries around the continent, we have set out to plant a virtual arbre à palabres which adds value to the traditional community decision-making on the virtual social networks more widely used by young Africans. It is a collaborative network for community participation, a democratic wiki based on the values of local governance.

			We have commemorated 60 years of human rights, 20 years since the end of the Cold War and one year of a diluted hope called Obama without having witnessed major progress in the governability of the global world. As a result, the existence of a single model of democracy is beginning to be questioned, and the much-needed subsidiarity (decision-making as close to citizens as possible) is once again coming to the fore, a subsidiarity that respects the cultural values of the communities exercising it. In the Walk In you are holding now, we have striven to survey the status of the freedoms and human rights.

			Perhaps the least-explored kind of subsidiarity is the kind made possible by the Internet. The Universal Declaration of Emerging Human Rights, adopted at the Universal Forum of Cultures Barcelona 2004 and Monterey 2007, updates the 1948 version and recognises the value of knowledge, the principle of social inclusion and the right to participatory democracy as tools for developing a full, more peaceful, equitable and fair society. This hints at progress towards a wiki world. The paradox is that last summer even the US army launched a 90-day open wiki cooperation project encouraging all the troops to revise seven of its strategic manuals. Participation was not very high, but it shows that in any field on-the-ground experience and knowledge, best practices and the values of local culture are the most reliable roadmap for good governance. And the Web makes this possible. 
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			DOSSIER

			The second cold war

			Carlos Enrique Bayo 

			Carlos Enrique Bayo (Barcelona, 1956) is the International News Editor of the newspaper Público, a position he has held in four other Spanish newspapers. He was a correspondent in Moscow (1987-1992) and in Washington (1992-1996). As a special envoy, he has covered the massacre in Tiananmen Square, the Soviet withdrawal from Afghanistan, the wars in Cambodia, Armenia and the Middle East, and countless superpower summits. He has published the book entitled Así no se puede vivir (That’s No Way to Live, Plaza&Janés, 1992) on the fall of the USSR, and he writes the blog El tablero global (blogs.publico.es/eltableroglobal).

			The world has been enmeshed in a second Cold War since the first year of the 21st century. This one is as merciless and destructive as the first one, but now it is multilateral. It does not pit two superpowers against each other, rather a myriad of minor powers are vying for the remains of the planet. Instead of a bilateral clash between the capitalist and communist blocs, we are now witnessing multiple conflicts and alliances with variable geometries, each of which depends on the specific economic and territorial interests in dispute. 
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			We have arrived at this situation of global chaos – when we expected to achieve a “new world order” – as a result of the new Islamist threat from Al Qaeda, which led Bush to declare a “war against terror” that was both boundless and impossible to win. Other catalysts include the planetary geostrategic reshuffling resulting from the disintegration of the USSR and the powerful upsurge of China; the rise of numerous emerging powers, led by India and Brazil; the catastrophic international financial collapse triggered by unbridled neo-liberalism; and the earliest effects of climate change brought about by disproportionate industrial development which is attempting to offset a globalisation that has failed due to the avarice of the multinational corporations.

			The consequences of the first of these phenomena seriously thwarted freedoms and human rights: from torture in secret prisons and indefinite arrest with the right to neither defence nor trial (committed by the state that has always prided itself on being guided by the original democratic principles) to the numerous encroachments into individuals’ legal protections (violation of privacy, suspension of judicial guarantees, massive spying on citizens, etc.) that all countries have adopted – beginning with those that had stood out for respecting them for the past century – with the proclaimed purpose of dealing with a terrorist enemy that has no visible leader, or known lair, or predictable battle front.

			We have arrived at this situation of global chaos precisely when we expected to achieve a “new world order”

			The “war against terror” has also given authoritarian regimes carte blanche to embark on their own dirty war with the alibi of combating fanaticism, in which the most horrible abuses have multiplied all over the world. Abu Ghraib, Bagram and Guantanamo are nothing more than the tip of the iceberg of a gigantic planet-wide gulag, as the US government itself has been turning suspects (the so-called renditions conducted by the CIA’s secret flights) over to countries known for their brutal interrogations of the accused... with the clear intention of fostering these practices.

			Barack Obama has stood out for his gush of rhetoric defending the restoration of the empire of law, but his deeds lag far behind his words: not only is Guantanamo still operating after the promised closure date, but the prisoners are still being subjected to military commissions and the White House has announced that dozens of them will remain imprisoned indefinitely, with no accusation, trial or ruling, because of their (undemonstrable) “dangerousness”. Furthermore, the American president made it clear from the start of his mandate that the renditions will continue and that none of the perpetrators of the aforementioned torture practices – like waterboarding – will be accountable before the justice system, even if this ignominy is formally investigated by a special prosecutor. This sets an abominable precedent of wholesale official impunity for those who commit crimes against humanity under orders from the executive of a democratic country.
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			So it is logical that the other major superpower today has free rein to confer official status on similar barbarities. In Beijing and other large cities in China, there is a proliferation of what are called ‘black jails’ operating secretly. They harbour thousands of citizens – kidnapped right off the streets by their countrymen-cum-agents – for having dared to publicly denounce abuses like political corruption or police brutality. Likewise, the Chinese government is harshly repressing the popular uprisings by Tibetans and Uighurs, justifying its acts with arguments that are the carbon copy of those wielded by neo-con theoreticians when violating constitutional guarantees for the sake of upholding national security. It is incomprehensible to Chinese government leaders that they are reproached for censuring the Internet, persecuting dissidents and curtailing individual rights when the West is using harsh police measures and similar restrictions to deal with fundamentalists, and even to stop the avalanche of immigrants fleeing from misery.

			In China there is a proliferation of ‘black jails’ operating in secret

			Nor can we grasp the ferocity with which the Israeli army attacked Gaza a little over a year ago – using white phosphorus against civilian targets, massively bombarding densely populated areas and even shooting people waving white flags, according to numerous reports from humanitarian organisations and the UN – unless we frame the implacable Operation Cast Lead within a climate of warlike solutions to any conflict. This doctrine was imposed by the Bush administration during its invasion of Iraq with the active complicity of other political leaders like Blair. Only in this atmosphere of the militarisation of international relations can we comprehend that the Israeli government feels that it can legitimately impose a horrifying collective punishment against the people of Gaza.

			It is symptomatic that even today the majority of Israeli citizens are unable to accept that the infernal situation to which the Palestinian people are subjected not only stirs up public opinion worldwide but also poses the greatest threat to the Jewish State itself... in addition to serving as the perfect excuse for Osama bin Laden to keep up his murderous activities. It is noteworthy that the leaders of Al Qaeda long ago abandoned their early calls against the tyrannical regimes of the Muslim countries to focus their harangues on “the US support of Israel”. They are (or might be) in remote Northern Waziristan, but they seem to see the outpouring of indignation from the 1.8 million Muslims over what is happening in the occupied territories and the Gaza Strip much more clearly than the Israeli leaders do.

			The complexity of this second Cold War often conceals terrible phenomena that seem to be collateral to the widespread world upheaval, but that in fact are transforming the world geopolitical balance. One of the hotspots is Latin America, where we took for granted that democratic normality would reign until the coup d’état in Honduras shook us out of our reverie and showed that regardless of what Obama says, Washington is still willing to place its geostrategic ambitions before any ethical principle or popular interest.

			A handful of Latin American countries’ alignment with the USA is so blatant on this battlefield between Uribe and Chavez support ers that the media often miss the proportions. While the entire international press was all abuzz because 1,900 shops in Venezuela had been “shuttered” (almost all of them within 24 hours as an administrative sanction for multiplying prices after the devaluation of the Bolivar) by the “enlightened” president of Venezuela, not a single media mentioned the discovery of a mass grave with 2,000unidentified corpses in the Colombian town of La Macarena. The grave contained the corpses of the people who had been murdered and deposited there by the Colombian army and the security forces during the campaign of “false positives” committed by the military and paramilitary forces with the purpose of securing promotions and rewards by murdering masses of civilians and pretending that they were guerrillas killed in combat. This crime against humanity, a pogrom of peasants in which working-class leaders, unionists and prominent local citizens were singled out for extermination, does not appear to be among the priorities of any Western government because it is yet another nuisance on the global scene, which is already messy enough. To Washington, it is much more important to set up seven strategic military bases on Colombian soil than to concern itself over what seems to be the largest genocide ever perpetrated by government armed forces since what happened in Cambodia with Pol Pot. The number of corpses found in this one grave in La Macarena exceeds all the people who vanished during Pinochet’s dictatorship in Chile... and in Colombia there are hundreds of mass graves – hopefully smaller than this one – yet to be unearthed.

			Now repressive governments are busying themselves pursuing those who condemn their abuses

			Another iniquitous case is that of the Sudanese president, Omar al-Bashir, whom many African leaders decided to protect in response to the arrest warrant issued by the International Criminal Court under the accusation of war crimes and crimes against humanity in Darfur. Both the African Union and numerous democratic governments in Africa have chosen to stand behind the mastermind of a staggering human catastrophe instead of helping the court to put an end to these mass murders that have led to millions of displaced persons.

			The prospects are dim. The 2010 Human Rights Watch report warns that repressive governments are now busying themselves pursuing those who condemn their abuses and violations, to kill the bearers of this dreadful news. It is shocking to see how in countries we regard as allies, suppliers of indispensable resources (such as energy) and trade partners, crimes against humanity are being perpetrated that we swore almost 70 years ago never again to tolerate. 

		

	


	
		
			DOSSIER

			SUSAN GEORGE “The guilty are rewarded and the innocent are made to suffer”

			BY ÁLEX VICENTE

			For over four decades, Susan George (Ohio, 1934) has been advocating on behalf of another world, one as globalised as today’s yet more socially conscious and sustainable. The founder and honorary president of the alterglobalist organisation ATTAC, she holds that we have not yet seen the worst of the crisis. “Today’s slump is the harbinger of a more serious phenomenon,” claims George, who is fiercely critical of how the governments and international organisations have managed the crisis. A resident of Paris since the 1960s, she is the president of the Amsterdam-based Transnational Institute. George holds a degree in Political Science and in Philosophy. She has a PhD in Political Science from the prestigious École des Hauts Études en Sciences Sociales (EHESS) in Paris. Several of her books, such as The Lugano Report (1999) and Another World is Possible If (2004) have been seminal in the alterglobalist movement. She is now putting the finishing touches on a new book about the crisis.
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			What’s your take on the situation today, more than a year and a half after the Lehman Brothers tanked? First of all, we need to really open our eyes. This seems to be merely a financial crisis, because that’s all the newspaper headlines are talking about. But actually this crisis is eclipsing others which are equally serious, such as a social crisis triggered by rising inequalities, and an ecological crisis that urgently needs to be solved. We shouldn’t let ourselves be fooled: just because the stock market stabilises doesn’t mean that all our problems are solved.

			How would you rate the measures adopted by governments around the world? The people governing us haven’t understood a thing. Government aid has helped a tiny minority. The G-20 has tried to go back to the pre-crisis situation as quickly as possible. The worst part is that the banks have received hundreds of billions of euros with nothing in exchange, no strings attached.

			What should have been done? What we have today is a system organised into four concentric circles in this order: finances, which encompass and determine everything, followed by the economy, society and the environment. I think we should invert this hierarchy. The environment should come first, because it is impossible to fight against nature. Then the economy and finances should serve society, not the opposite. We should begin by nationalising the banks. The goal is not just to get the executive branch to manage them, but to require them to grant loans, which should be a public good, especially to companies or private individuals with environmentally-friendly projects. In the 1950s, half the credit was earmarked for finances and the other half for the real economy. Today the proportion is 80% for finances and 20% for the real economy. How can we turn the world around with these figures?

			Would you say that there has been a return to protectionism and regulation after many years of unbridled free trade? On the contrary, I think that there has been minimal protectionism. Even the General Manager of the WTO [World Trade Organisation], Pascal Lamy, has acknowledged this. The measures adopted have had absolutely no influence on free trade on a global scale. Yes, trade has slumped, but only because consumption has dropped: people don’t have money so they tend to buy less. The states have adopted initiatives, but that’s not synonymous with protectionism. What the states have done is find the money, but only by getting us all in debt, especially young people. Sometimes we seem to forget that this money has not fallen from the sky... 

			In the past, times of crisis have served to make inroads on social matters. Will the current crisis allow this to happen as well? I don’t think that’s very likely. It did happen during the Great Depression in the 1930s, but only because the United States had a man like F.D. Roosevelt as President. Unfortunately, Obama is not a new Roosevelt. He is impressed by powerful people, whereas Roosevelt did not let himself be intimidated, perhaps because he came from the same social class they did. He knew that they were predators. Roosevelt said something that has always stuck with me: “This social class hates me. And I’m proud of their hatred”. Obama would never say anything like that. He does not know how to impose himself, and he limits himself to delivering eloquent speeches. My theory is that there will be no social progress, that unemployment will keep rising and that the stimulus plans will have no long-term impact.

			“Obama is not a new Roosevelt; he is impressed by powerful people”

			Obama gave his implicit support to the “Green New Deal” that you proposed back in 2007. Yes, a lot of people have been using this expression lately, including Obama. Still, unfortunately no one dares to put it into action. We have to make massive investments in a green economy, beginning with the automobile industry, public transport and the development of sustainable energies. Not just out of respect for the environment, but also because it would be a source of jobs that could not be offshored to Asia.

			Would this shift towards green be enough to stop financial capitalism from spinning out of control? It would be an important first step which would have to come hand in hand with a tax on financial transactions – the so-called Tobin tax –, increased fiscal pressure on multinationals and the reforestation of the Southern states in exchange for debt cancellation. And the most important part: closing tax havens once and for all. As of today, eight million people hold 37.8 trillion dollars. The problem is not that there is no money in the world, but that the money is squirreled away. 

			Would you say that the onset of this crisis has accelerated the trend towards what is called ‘deglobalisation’, to use your colleague Walden Bello’s term? Things have happened that point in that direction. In Latin America, organisations like ALBA [Bolivarian Alliance for the Americas] have appeared. And the Asian countries have drawn closer to each other and are beginning to negotiate the creation of a single currency for the entire continent. The crisis is pushing forward the recent trend towards regionalisation, but still I think it’s too early to talk about deglobalisation. When investment goes back to pre-crisis levels, everything will be exactly the same as before. The most reliable countries will be winning the game.

			In 2001, right in the midst of the Social Forum in Porto Alegre, you stated that you did not want the so-called ‘global accident’ to arrive, using philosopher Paul Virilio’s expression, because it “would be accompanied by enormous human suffering”. Paul Virilio still believes we’re not there yet, that another more serious episode is yet to come. I pretty much agree with him: we haven’t seen the worst yet. In any case, we are not too far from what Hobbes called “the war of all against all”. The class struggle is still totally relevant. The rich are getting richer and the poor are getting poorer. The differences have become almost obscene, to such an extent that a debate should get underway on pay disparities. If the worker on the lowest rung of the hierarchy receives 1,000 euros per month, is it fair for the executive to earn 50,000? In the United States, a corporate executive earns between 400 and 500 times what a low-tier worker earns. Citizens are furious and indignant, and they’re right. To solve the crisis, the guilty have been rewarded and the innocents have been made to suffer.

			Are we witnessing the definitive failure of the welfare state? My generation was convinced that the welfare state was an achievement by the wealthy countries that the poor countries would eventually copy. Boy, were we wrong! Today we are witnessing a reversion towards the brutal capitalism of the 19th century, and the leaders are doing nothing to stop it. We are governed by ostriches who bury their heads in the sand.

			In recent years, your point of view has been labelled outdated. How did you feel when you saw that time revealed you to be right? It was not a time of intellectual satisfaction, if that’s what you’re asking me. I have been sure that I’m right for 30 or 40 years. Criticism doesn’t faze me. I’ve always thought that when the majority is fully convinced about something, it must mean that they’re wrong.

			Nicolas Sarkozy said that “capitalism must be moralised”. Is that an impossible mission? Obviously it is. It would be like moralising tigers. Tigers have their own particular nature and we cannot tame them. No one would dream of asking a tiger that eats any small children who get near it not to. The same holds true with capitalism. To moralise capitalists they’d have to be put in a cage. Sarkozy is an opportunist, but he has an amazing ability to capitalise on the political climate. For example, he has seen that ecology is no longer a banal issue for citizens and has taken measures that the Socialist Party, which is in the dark about the situation, hasn’t even considered. I don’t know if PSOE [Spanish Socialist party] is even worse than French socialism, but it’s definitely a close race. The problem is that we can’t wait any longer: somebody has to start this green revolution. And if it has to be the Right, so be it. The party that grasps this will win elections until eternity.

			“We are witnessing a reversion towards the brutal capitalism of the 19th century”

			You criticise the fact that ‘anti-globalisation’ is confused with ‘alterglobalisation’. What’s the difference? We alterglobalisation proponents are profound internationalists, so we have nothing to do with the anti-globalists. The problem is that the globalisation we have experienced is neoliberal by definition. In other words, the concepts are being confused. I think globalisation would be fantastic if the rules of the game were different. In fact, I’ve always said that I’m in favour of the market, but what we need to do is change the rules regulating it. The problem is when capital has all the rights and workers have very few, so they just resign themselves to becoming mindless consumers.

			How would you take stock of ATTAC’s twelve years of existence? Is this kind of citizen coalition still the only way to change the world? ATTAC has been a thrilling experience despite the countless internal problems we have had. There is always a small dose of disappointment in all the projects we conduct, but we have achieved major strides. We do not subscribe to a utopian dynamic, as I sometimes hear. We are totally realistic, and this has been proven over time. Today the principle of the Tobin tax is supported by such important figures as Angela Merkel and Gordon Brown. In France, we managed to derail the European constitutional treaty. Obviously, the European Union did not accept that, because there is no true democracy in Europe.

			What advice would you give students who are finishing their degrees in the next few years? The fact is that things will not be easy for them. The last thing I’d want is to be young again. Young people today will witness fairly unpleasant things, but you can fight to try to change things by joining a union or organisation. Alone you’ll accomplish nothing. I would also tell them to study what they are interested in and not what’s handy. We tend to be good at the things we love.

			Why keep fighting if everything pushes us to be pessimistic? Because I don’t think in terms of optimism and pessimism. What I have is hope. And I say that in a highly rational way. We have historical proof that things change. You never know which factor will change a system, so we have to keep fighting until we discover it.

			Where does your activism come from? Are you from a working class family? Actually the opposite, I come from an upper-class American family, even though I was raised in a mainly working-class city in Ohio. When I was young, I realised that the leaders had no ideas, no conversation, no interests. And I understood that I didn’t want to spend my life going to parties, cocktails and gala dinners. I thought it was excruciatingly boring. And I didn’t want to spend my life bored; I wanted to do something useful for society. And that is what I hope I’ve done. 

			+INFO

			Página oficial en TNI (Transnational Institute) www.tni.org/es/users/susan-george

			International ATTAC Network www.attac.org

			elpais.com Los internautas preguntan www.elpais.com/edigitales/entrevista.html?encuentro=2759

		

	


	
		
			DOSSIER

			Countering terror with justice

			Esteban Beltrán

			Esteban Beltrán has been working for human rights around the world for more than 25 years. Since 1997, he has been director of the Spanish section of Amnesty International, which has more than 50,000 members. He has lived in the United Kingdom, Argentina and Ecuador, and has been a researcher into human rights violations for Central America, director of the Amnesty International Secretariat Office and participated in over 20 research missions in several countries. He is professor of Conflictology at the UOC.

			www.estabanbeltran.com

			The so-called ‘war on terror’ has represented a setback in the struggle for human rights. States have resorted to, and continue to resort to, prohibited practices in the name of national security. The worst thing is that practices such as forced disappearances, torture and abuse have re-established themselves among us. 

			Khaled al Masri is a German of Libyan descent. In December 2003, he was kidnapped in Macedonia, interrogated, tortured, and taken to Afghanistan where he was handed over to the US forces who continued to interrogate and mistreat him. This went on for five months, after which they abandoned him on a roadside in Albania without accusing him of any crime or taking him to court. Khaled al Masri is one of the few known cases of prisoners being held captive in the CIA’s secret locations. His terrible ordeal is over, but many other victims of extraordinary rendition – we don’t know how many – need activists from around the world to mobilise on their behalf.

			Following the attacks of 11th September 2001, Europe has been home to secret prisons run by the CIA where detainees have been the victims of forced disappearance, keptin conditions amounting to torture and subjected to abusive interrogation techniques. 

			In August 2009, revelations came to light that led Amnesty International to call for the Polish and Lithuanian authorities to investigate reports that the CIA had been secretly holding and interrogating “high-value” detainees at facilities within their territory until late 2005.

			Today, Guantanamo remains one of the most visible symbols of torture and abuse, and must be closed down immediately. Eight years after the first prisoners arrived, and in spite of worldwide outrage and the US authorities’ desire to close the camp, some 198 people are still being held in Guantanamo, most of them without charge and with no hope of a fair trial. Detained illegally, they languish in inhuman and degrading conditions, even those whose release has now been authorised. “I am being kept in a cage like an animal. Nobody has asked me if I am human or not”, declared Wazir Mohammed, an Afghan taxi driver who had been held at Bagram and Guantanamo when he was released in 2003.

			Torture. As a result of years of “war on terror”, hundreds of thousands of people are still being arbitrarily detained, either in prisons, detention centres or under house arrest. The US government has admitted to carrying out torture and reserves the right to do so again. 

			Europe has been home to secret prisons run by the CIA since 9/11

			The European Union has a responsibility to question detentions that are contrary to international law. In recent years, international institutions such as the European Parliament have requested that Europe opposes the growing acceptance of illegal practices in the name of the “war on terror” and supports the closure of Guantanamo. Measures such as the international protection of stateless detainees or those who can’t be repatriated due to the risk of torture or persecution in their countries of origin, would constitute a significant gesture by the EU. When the EU states that the war on terror cannot justify human rights violations it must prove that this is not just empty talk.

			Diplomatic guarantees. Some states have returned their detainees to places where they run the risk of enduring torture and abuse, and in certain case accept the “diplomatic guarantees” that they won’t suffer human rights’ violations. These guarantees have proven unreliable and had grave consequences for the people affected. They are not worth the paper they are printed on. 

			States such as Spain, Italy, Denmark, Germany and the United Kingdom were willing to use “diplomatic guarantees” that were impossible to fulfil, and gave them as justification for deporting terrorist suspects to countries where they were in real danger. In Turkey, the sentences meted out according to antiterrorist laws were often based on insubstantial or unreliable evidence. The secrecy surrounding the application of anti-terrorist measures in the United Kingdom led to unfair trials. The Spanish government itself extradited the Chechen citizen Murat Gasayev to Russia in 2008.

			Amnesty International opposes the use of “diplomatic guarantees” as they imperil the worldwide prohibition of torture and abuse, and, in particular, insists on the absolute and unconditional duty not to hand anyone over to a country where would run such risks. 

			Impunity. The victims of US policies and practices and those of other countries in the “war on terror” mustn’t be forgotten. There can be no justice without accountability. 

			Likewise, the victims of torture and other abuses, often motivated by race or identity, and used to obtain confessions, have been let down by a justice system which doesn’t hold to account those responsible for guaranteeing security and the rule of law. 

			Among the most frequently encountered obstacles to accountability are the lack of immediate access to legal representation; the lack of investigation by public prosecutors; the victims’ fears of reprisals; light sentences meted out to police officers found guilty, and an absence of independent systems with the necessary resources to follow up complaints. In countries such as Bosnia and Herzegovina, Spain, Greece, Kazakhstan, Russia, Turkey, Ukraine and Uzbekistan, these obstacles may foster a culture of impunity for the security forces, with varying degrees of intensity and severity.

			The responsibility of Spain. The base at Guantanamo has been the destination and origin of CIA flights carrying out secret detentions, extraordinary renditions and US military flights with some 200 prisoners who stopped off in Spanish territory and passed through Spanish air space, for which permission is required. At the end of 2008 it was known that the Spanish government authorised the use of Spanish military air bases to transfer these prisoners on a dozen planes from January 2002 until 2007.

			Just like other European governments, the Spanish government has taken its first steps towards offering humanitarian protection to some of the Guantanamo detainees who cannot be returned to their home countries due to the risk of new human rights violations. The arrival of a Palestinian citizen to Spain last February is good news, but we must remain alert to ensure that he is welcomed with all the guarantees and that his human rights are respected. 

			+INFO

			Amnistia Internacional Espanya www.es.amnesty.org/index.php

			El País, entrevista a Esteban Beltran tinyurl.com/yey2lgz

			Podcast presentación del libro Derechos torcidos de Esteban Bertrán tinyurl.com/yj5f34q

		

	


	
		
			DOSSIER

			Che Guevara’s grandchildren

			Javier Otazu

			Javier Otazu (Pamplona, 1966) has been the EFE Agency bureau chief in Peru since 2008. He was previously the director of the Middle East bureau, with its headquarters in Cairo, and worked in the bureau in Morocco. In Latin America, he has been a special envoy to the recent earthquake in Haiti, and to Bolivia, Cuba and Trinidad and Tobago. He covered the last war in the Lebanon, the aftermath of the war in Iraq, the fall of the Taliban in Afghanistan, and was a special envoy to Syria, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Jordan, the Western Sahara, Iran, Pakistan, Equatorial Guinea and a number of countries in post-communist Eastern Europe.

			In the middle of September 2008, picket lines of coca growers, peasant farmers and lorry drivers besieged the prosperous city of Santa Cruz, the cradle of Bolivian autonomism, which opposes Evo Morales’ government tooth and nail. The picketers were Aymara men and women loyal to the Bolivian president and who had come from the altiplano or emigrated decades ago to work near the productive plantations on the fertile plains of Santa Cruz; they threatened to storm the city with weapons and break up the prosperous trade fair due to be held there a few days later.

			I was travelling with a Peruvian photographer, who was as white as me and the hated cruceños, when I was arrested at a crossroads outside Santa Cruz and put on trial before a people’s assembly. Although we identified ourselves as reporters, we aroused the suspicions of those Indios, who are accustomed to the centuries-old manipulation by the white man, which is so often achieved by documents and papers. “Couldn’t these men, who are supposedly journalists, be spies sent by the blood-sucking cruceño oligarchs?” asked a unionist, and they all nodded in agreement while they chewed their coca leaves. This mixture of assembly and people’s court lasted for three hours, everyone who wanted to had the chance to speak and, after a raised-hand, unanimous vote, they decided to release us under the condition that we tell the truth. 

			I bring up this anecdote because I believe that it encapsulates certain characteristics of what has come to be called the new Latin American left: more or less horizontal movements, free of hierarchies, reflecting the pride of the copper-coloured race. These movements, which have emanated from the fields and roads, and renounced the armed struggle, can still send shockwaves through a government, although, at other times, they may decide to form an alliance with it, as happened at the time in Evo’s Bolivia.

			A bit of history. In 1993, the prestigious Mexican political scientist Jorge Castañeda certified the death of real socialism on the American continent in a famous article, particularly following the defeat – this time at the ballot box – of the Nicaraguan Sandinista National Liberation Front in 1990. He was right up to this point. However, when he predicted the peaceful conversion of the entire continent to the cause of the free market and liberal democracy, he was wrong.

			Latin America’s ‘new’ left is championing a new cause: ‘indigenismo’

			On 1st January 1994, very shortly after this article was published, the Zapatista Army of National Liberation staged an uprising in Chiapas, in order to provide a voice for the forgotten people on the Earth. On the same day, the North American Free Trade Agreement came into effect, this great deal which, according to the Mexican sociologist Armando Bartra meant the following for his country: “exporting ruined farmers and importing farm produce”. This was no coincidence: Che Guevara’s grandchildren, the new left-wing movements found a new enemy to defeat in neoliberalism, after the financial institutions imposed a wave of adjustment policies on the continent in the 1990s, policies that failed to bring the much-promised wealth for all, and instead caused greater divisions on a continent already riddled with inequalities.

			It could be said that the main cause that had always mobilised the left – inequality – remained as valid as it always was. Except that now the old socialist and communistparties, who owe a debt to Marxism-Leninism or were admirers of Cuban Castrism, were no longer able to offer the poor people of Latin America the old ideological recipe which had proved so hard to digest in Russia and throughout Eastern Europe. The other political parties were also unable to rekindle the hopes of the dispossessed. At the end of the millennium, those who adhered to two-party systems were totally discredited – Uruguay, with the Blancos and Colorados; Colombia, with the liberals and conservatives; Venezuela, with COPEI and Acción Democrática – as were the old parties who played the card of authenticity and held a virtual monopoly, like the Argentine Peronist, the Peruvian APRA and the Mexican PRI.

			From the mid- to late-nineties, movements emerged in almost every country which, despite their great diversity, shared common traits. Although they weren’t short of theoretical models, they no longer defended Marxism-Leninism, meaning that the communist parties, which had previously expounded this doctrine, or claimed to do so, in all the left-wing movements, lost their force for good, tying in with the fall of the USSR. They didn’t follow a hierarchical or vertical structure either, but were made up of assemblies and adopted names such as ‘front’, ‘association’ and ‘coordinator’, with the decision-making process being shared among their members. They are championing a new cause: indigenismo. Whether it be Zapatism in Mexico, the Aymara in Bolivia or the CONAIE in Ecuador, in every case, the voice of the Indio, who was sidelined for centuries, contrasts with the left of the seventies and eighties, which was dominated by white intellectual elites.

			The movements share the need to abandon all dalliances with weapons. With the exception of Zapatism, which continued to cultivate the “army” epic and flirted with the idea of taking power by force, the new left generally accepts the political channels, which are not necessarily institutional, and struggle on the streets through marches, demonstrations, strikes, etc. The legatee of the movements that rejected military dictatorships (mothers and wives, Catholic movements, feminist movements…), it has prioritised struggle by society and on the street over the overthrow of governments, to the extent that some have warned of the risk of “NGOisation” and leaving the transformation of the state in the hands of the right.

			The price of popularity. It would be time-consuming to review, country by country, the way in which the left has flirted with, fought or conquered power, but it is interesting to look at what has happened in those countries where it actually has come to power.

			As the Spanish political scientist Mikel Barreda, lecturer in Studies in Law and Political Science at the UOC and the UOC-IDHC M.A. in Human Rights and Democracy, there is a clear gap between the model represented by Chile, Brazil and Uruguay (basically democratic) and the one in Venezuela, Bolivia and, with some variations, Ecuador (basically populist).

			The former have made a firm commitment to the parliamentary party system and the liberal economic system with some Social-Democrat style “brakes” or amendments. As far as populist governments are concerned, they take power and begin to verbally undermine verbally the legitimacy of the system with terms such as ‘bourgeois democracy’, ‘formal democracy’ and similar epithets that Chávez is so fond of using. 

			Chávez and Evo’s rhetoric garners much popularity but it drives away businesspeople and terrifies the rich

			And it is not only the terminology, then come the re-elections, the constitutional changes that are always to the benefit of the leader, the gag placed on the critical media, the continuous occupation of public space on compulsory radio and television programmes; the wholesale discrediting of democracy. Along with this political drift, there is also the statist temptation of the economy that proved so costly to the old left: when faced with the free market, these left-wing governments make a commitment to a strong, interventionist, clientelist state, which has sometimes managed to reverse the abusive gas and oil contracts (in Ecuador and Bolivia, for instance), but at the expense of driving away foreign investment and stifling private initiative by placing all kinds of obstacles in the way.

			If we gauge electoral results, they prove to be equally successful in both models: Hugo Chávez, Evo Morales and Rafael Correa have continued to win elections and referendums; but Luis Inázio Lula da Silva, Michelle Bachelet and Tabaré Vázquez have enjoyed extremely high popularity levels throughout their mandates, without their exercise of power seeming to have eroded their image. A recent visit to Peru by President Lula clearly showed how the charisma of the man transcended ideological boundaries: he concluded a series of meetings with the crème de la crème of Peru and Brazil’s business class at a luxury hotel, and it was impressive to see how the old trade unionist had them eating out of the palm of his hand with a simple and effective turn of phrase. However, as he left the hotel, Lula devoted precious minutes from his schedule to the 
nationalist Ollanta Humala, the hope of the Peruvian left, and made it clear, with a photograph of their meeting, that his heart is still firmly on the left.

			In comparison with Lula, Chávez and Evo’s rhetoric garners much popularity among the dispossessed masses but it drives away businesspeople, terrifies the rich and causes concern among the middle classes. In countries like these, which have such weak economic structures, brandishing threats against businesspeople isn’t a good idea for the future, when the price of gas and oil goes down and it becomes necessary to diversify sources of revenue and create wealth from something more than the subsoil.

			The relationship with the U.S. If anything characterises the Latin American left it is the mistrust, not to say dislike and hatred, of the northern gringo. Until relatively recently, any demonstration considered worthy of note in any street south of the Rio Grande ended with the burning of an effigy of Uncle Sam and flags bearing the stars and stripes. Along with the Arab world, this was perhaps the region of the planet where the Americans were the most widely loathed. 

			The policies of Ronald Reagan or, in more recent times, George W. Bush, with their brazen incursions into Nicaragua and Panama, or previously into Chile, amply justified this mistrust. Farid Kahhat, lecturer in International Relations at the Pontifical Catholic University of Peru, considers it a cliché that the Latin American left is anti-United States; for him, it has mainly been anti-Bush, justlike the rest of the world as a reaction to the US incursions into Iraq and Afghanistan.

			The less-unilateral and more respectful discourse of Obama has thrown the left on the continent into disarray

			To support his thesis, Kahhat remembers that the Obamamania that enthralled the whole world also had its time in Latin America. At the Americas Summit held in Trinidad and Tobago in April 2009, Barack Obama introduced himself to the Latin American leaders. The fact that Alan García and Álvaro Uribe fought to sit next to him at the gala lunch came as no surprise to anyone. Hugo Chávez also had kind words for the American president, although he ostentatiously presented him with the key book of the (old) left: The Open Veins of Latin America.

			However, the person who best defines the discomfiture of the left was the then Honduran president Manuel Zelaya, ejected from his palace and country just a few months later in an incident that is still a source of embarrassment to the continent. Zelaya, a newly signed-up partner of the Bolivarian Alliance (ALBA), spoke enthusiastically about Obama at a press conference: “He has won over Latin America”, he summed up. “He’s a man who has come to open the door to a dialogue that didn’t exist.” Such was the passion in Zelaya’s words that a journalist asked him which door he wanted to go through, the one opened by Obama or the one opened by ALBA. The Honduran became tongue-tied and didn’t know what to answer, as he was still under the spell of the American president.

			Zelaya’s attitude perfectly illustrates to what extent Obama has thrown the left on the continent into disarray: a less-unilateral discourse, which is more respectful and careful in approach. 

			On 12th January 2010, a terrible earthquake shook Haiti and killed 150,000 people, although the actual figure may never be known. Aid began to trickle in from around the world, in a haphazard and chaotic fashion. Overwhelmed by events, the Haitian government asked Washington to help it gain control of the airport. The airport started running again, and as a result American soldiers arrived to try and restore order to the streets of the country, thereby highlighting the paralysis and inefficiency of the UN soldiers.

			France and the ALBA trio – Raúl Castro, Chávez and Daniel Ortega – soon began to complain about the new “occupation” of Haiti by the United States. However, in the streets of Port-au-Prince people didn’t seem bothered by the presence of the boys of the empire, quite the contrary in fact. A piece of graffiti aptly summarised the feelings of the population: “Welcome USA. We need US occupazion”. 

			The United States was once the world’s policeman, and this always bothered the left and right. However, today it seems to have become the world’s plumber, and comes on the scene when the pipes burst their banks and nobody knows how to repair them. Whether the left likes it or not. 

			+INFO

			La Vanguardia: El giro hacia la denominada ‘izquierda nueva’ tinyurl.com/yhssocf

			El País. Fernando Lugo: “Es una victoria de la nueva izquierda latinoamericana” tinyurl.com/yl5o9v2

			Open Democracy: Latin America’s new left: dictators or democrats? www.opendemocracy.net/democracyprotest/latin_america_left_3947.jsp

			Revista Reflexiones: La “nueva” izquierda latinoamericana: características y retos futuros tinyurl.com/yz989fy

			Portal de información indígena indigena.nodo50.org/links.htm
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			BRUCE BIMBER “Technology will not change politicians”

			BY JORDI ROVIRA
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			Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, Flicker, Google, Yahoo, LinkedIn, MySpace… The digital environment is triggering new habits and bridging the physical distances between citizens, a phenomenon that fascinates experts all over the world. Bruce Bimber, a professor in the Political Science and Communication departments at the University of California, is one of them. He studies the role of the new technologies (he prefers to call them the ‘digital media’) in political participation and civic engagement in the United States, and contends that there are differences in civic engagement on either side of the Atlantic Ocean. The proportion of Americans who belong to some kind of social, civic or sports organisation is twice the rate in Europe and three times that in Spain.

			On a trip to Barcelona, Bimber reflected on how social movements reinforce democracies in his lecture entitled “Organisations and Political Participation in the Age of Digital Media”, which he delivered in January at the UOC’s research institute, IN3. “Classical theory states that in order to have a strong democracy you must have a strong civil society that is engaged in social movements, because they bring democratic values and get involved with the public institutions,” he says. But there is an exception to every rule. “The Spanish Transition did not have the ingredients it was supposed to have and took place in the absence of strong civic movements; that’s why it was so closely linked to and led by the institutions,” he states.

			Three decades later, democracy is consolidated in Spain and many other countries. So what role do the new technologies play in collective action? Bimber focuses his analysis on the United States. “Some young people are beginning to get involved in politics thanks to the new technologies, because ICTs allow them to do it on their ownterms instead of those used by the parties, lobbies or institutions.” 
“They can speak with their friends about the things they are concerned about and share their political affiliation on Facebook or send each other messages via Twitter on issues that interest them,” he continues. “For many of them, this is a more authentic way of getting involved in politics than traditional actions like donating money to a lobby or voting in the primaries.”

			This new kind of engagement is joined by the massive transmission of data and images via the Internet. “Now every citizen is a photographer and journalist by default; almost everyone carries a mobile phone with a camera in their pocket and can send information via the Web without the same responsibility incumbent upon a journalist,” he elaborates. But can this change the attitude of politicians, who sense they are being more closely watched? “I’d like to think so, but human nature doesn’t change. I can’t imagine politicians changing because of technology,” Bimber answers with a touch of scepticism. 

			“In China there are no massive demands for democracy online”

			Politicians might maintain the status quo, but social movements are indeed undergoing a profound change. Membership in organisations is not limited to NGOs like Greenpeace and Amnesty International, rather social networks and organisations are being created in the digital environment, “a highly interesting development because they break down the borders between people who share the same interests”. Another important point is the visibility of the Web, although Bimber warns that while “it’s easier for the different movements to publicise their demands, the competition for attention is also getting stiffer”. Precisely this vast number of actors operating on the Internet prompts one of its dangers: the tendency towards dispersion, with the exception of people who are deeply involved in a given issue: for them, technology only reinforces their cause. “For example, if you’re interested in climate change, you have loads of information available from all over the world and you can send it to and get in touch with the right people,” he contends.

			Although he acknowledges that the Web offers unparalleled speed in certain situations (“The earliest information on the earthquake in Haiti came via Twitter”) and that the Internet focalises the interest groups (“Some social movements only operate online because they know exactly whom they are targeting”), Bimber does not believe that digital tools are heralding a crisis in or the disappearance of the traditional media. “What is truly important in the digital media in the United States,” he contends, “is that they are not replacing politicians’ TV appearances. ” As an example, he cites Obama’s presidential campaign, which was successful mainly due to the 500 million dollars he raised via the Internet. “But how did they spend that money?” Bimber asks. “On TV commercials.”

			We cannot talk about the new technologies’ role in strengthening social movements without reflecting on dictatorships. “Many people hope that the new technologies will be a democratising force in authoritarian regimes like China, Iran and Cuba,” he says. “There is very little censure of online contents in Cuba, but they do control who has access to the Internet. In contrast, China censures both the contents and access to the Web.”

			Bimber is cautious as to whether the Internet will affect these regimes in the near future. “Many people thought that the new technologies would be much more threatening to these countries than they have really been,” he admits. But he then points out that in China, “there are no massive demands for democracy online, rather many people are using the Web to support the regime, Chinese nationalism and the Chinese identity as opposed to the West. And this does not exactly alarm the State,” he argues.

			What about developing countries? How will the digital environment affect future social and political movements? Bimber predicts a much more atomised setting in constant transformation. The last question, as a sort of epilogue, is brief and direct. Will the new technologies bring about a better world? “Not necessarily a better one,” he concludes, “but it will be a different world.” 

			+INFO

			Bruce Bimber website www.polsci.ucsb.edu/faculty/bimber/

			Articles Open Acces of Bruce Bimber (eScholarship- University of California) www.escholarship.org/uc/search?keyword=Bruce+Bimber+

			Los movimientos sociales en internet www.uoc.edu/web/cat/articles/castells/m_castells8.html
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			Goals in question

			Víctor M. Sánchez

			Director of the Law Programme at the UOC’s Law and Political Science Department; director of the Master’s Human Rights and Democracy UOC-IDHC

			Now that ten years has passed since the Millennium Declaration (2000), everything seems to indicate that at the pace we are going today, the objectives of lowering the levels of poverty, hunger and child mortality and improving maternal health, etc. will not be fully met by 2015. The reasons behind this situation are very complex. Ban Ki-moon, the Secretary General of the United Nations, has asked the heads of state and government from all over the world to attend a summit scheduled for the 20th to 22nd of September 2010 in New York. The purpose of the summit will be to analyse the situation and give a new impetus to the efforts to achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).

			The last report on the Millennium Goals (July 2009) set off alarms in United Nations organisations. For example, while between 1990 and 2005 the number of people living on less than $1.25 per day dropped from 1.8 billion to 1.4 billion, the economic crisis has led the number of people living under the threshold of poverty to rise between 55 and 90 million more than forecasted. The year 2008 also witnessed an inversion of the steady progress towards the eradication of hunger, which rose in the developing regions from 16% in 2006 to 17% in 2008.

			Obviously not all the figures on the Millennium Goals are negative. For example, in the developing countries as a whole, the attendance rate at primary schools has risen to 88% among school-aged children, an increase over the 83% recorded in 2000. However, this particular goal does not play a decisive role to measure the countries’ human development, as it provides no additional information on the quality of this education and its long-term impact on development, as do attendance rates in secondary school, which are not included in the MDGs.

			Generally speaking, lurking behind the stagnation in the goals to reduce hunger and poverty, as well as the other indicators, is the severe, worldwide economic and financial crisis. Some donor countries lowered their official aid for development budgets two years ago. Likewise, just as in previous crises, the states have resorted to protectionist measures in an effort to forestall drops in national production. And other factors like the rise in the price of essential medicines or foods at the local markets in less developed countries are negatively affecting progress towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals as a whole. Yet we must also consider other structural reasons behind the slow headway towards these goals and their future noncompliance. 

			The economic development agenda and progress in rights have been divorced from each other

			We should not forget that the harshest criticisms of the MDGs, as they were framed by the UN General Assembly in 2000, were levelled by human rights defenders. Even though at first the Millennium Declaration seemed to be grounded on a desire to improve the guarantees of certain fundamental rights, like the right to a decent life, the right to health and the right to education, the instruments designed to enforce and monitor the goals have suffered from an excessively economicist and aid-oriented methodology from the start.

			Setting quantitative goals to reduce poverty and hunger (to halve the proportion of people with income under one dollar per day between 1990 and 2015) or lowering the mortality rate of children under the age of five (by two-thirds between 1990 and 2015) seemed to be linked solely to injections of economic resources in the least fortunate regions of the planet through official development aid, external debt relief and improvements in the rules of world trade in order to facilitate exports from less developed countries to the richer ones. Consolidating the regulatory and political frameworks that a priori best ensure the medium- and long-term effectiveness of the most basic social needs and the trickle-down effect of wealth generated at all strata of society was relegated to secondary status under the new technocratic vein of the Millennium Goals.

			Just like in the 1940s, the economic development agenda and progress in human, civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights have once again been divorced from each other in the new Millennium Goals programme, instead of working in tandem. Thus, we have relinquished the possibility of cooperation between both spheres in order to make headway towards universal social justice. The downturn in economic growth spurred by globalisation and “charity” from the more developed countries is jeopardising attainment of the Millennium Development Goals, except for cases like China and India where the progress has more to do with internal development dynamics than with the world alliance to drive the MDGs.

			It is difficult to anticipate to what extent the next five years will help to nudge us towards attaining the Millennium Goals. Yet it is also questionable that the strategy of MDGs should attract the most attention from world human development programmes. Behind attainment the goals’ figures we cannot clearly discern the existence of global public policies that help to strengthen more disadvantaged countries’ capacity to shoulder their bulk of the responsibility for improving the social welfare of their own societies. There is no doubt that the developing countries should benefit from official aid for development, from the opening of Western markets to exports of their primary products, from debt relief – freezes on payments of external debt – and from a rise in the transference of financial and technological resources. However, none of these elements will be enough for them to emerge from underdevelopment if they do not come hand in hand with these states’ gradual shift towards guaranteeing certain basic civil and political rights, including the right to join trade unions and the national quest for ways of exercising public power that promote the general interest with guarantees.

			+INFO

			Declaración del Milenio www.un.org/spanish/milenio/ares552s.htm

			Objetivos de Desarrollo del Milenio www.un.org/spanish/millenniumgoals

			Plataforma 2015 y más. La situación de los Objetivos del Milenio a diez años para 2015 www.2015ymas.org/IMG/pdf/Anuario_2006_01_A_LASITUACION.pdf

			YouTube: Inmyname www.youtube.com/inmyname#p/a
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			New rights for new necessities

			Jaume Saura Estapà

			Jaume Saura Estapà (Barcelona, 1966) is the president of the Institute of Human Rights of Catalonia since 2004. He is a Doctor of Law, professor of International Public Law at the University of Barcelona and visiting professor at the Loyola Law School, Los Angeles. He has been an international observer of a number of electoral processes, in countries including South Africa, Palestine, Bosnia-Herzegovina and East Timor.

			Human rights are a series of faculties which enshrine the values of dignity, freedom and human equality and are recognised positively by legal guidelines. They respond to basic human needs, which are not static but change over time and with the evolution of societies. When we refer to ‘emerging’ human rights we talk about aspirations that have not been explicitly gathered in binding legal texts, but which constitute a coherent and legally viable response to the challenges and necessities of contemporary societies.

			Since the end of the Second World War, some 70 international instruments and conventions have been drawn up concerning the protection of human rights, beginning with the Universal Declaration of 1948. There is no need to underline the fact that, unfortunately, many of these documents are infringed to a considerable extent. In this context, it is legitimate to wonder about the whys and wherefores of demanding new rights and new instruments for human rights.

			If we look at history we will see that, in the 19th century, when people began to call for social rights in education, healthcare and in the workplace, civil and political rights had not yet been fully realised. Women, for instance, couldn’t vote in many countries until well into the 20th century. In the United Nations, during the seventies and eighties, people began to call for rights we refer to as ‘solidarity’ or ‘third-generation’ rights, in favour of peace, the environment and development, in spite of the fact that many member states were far from being democratic. Although the realisation of certain rights shouldn’t be an excuse to deny others, in accordance with the principle of indivisibility of human rights, in the same way, the lack of realisation of certain fundamental rights in some parts of the world should not stop calls for new human rights. In this regard, present-day societies are facing challenges which, at other times, were marginal or unknown, such as technological breakthroughs, underdevelopment, globalisation and environmental deterioration. It is a question of providing a suitable response to these phenomena with an up-to-the-minute reading of traditional human rights .

			Emerging human rights are a legally viable response to the challenges of contemporary societies

			In this context, we highlight, as a programmatic text, the Declaration of Emerging Human Rights, adopted in Monterrey in November 2007. The Declaration includes a catalogue of some 50 rights, which have democracy as their linking thread, because all human rights can only be fully satisfied through democracy. Among the values enshrined in the Declaration we find the right to drinking water and sanitation; the right to a basic income; the right to ongoing and inclusive training; the right to peace; the right to live in an environment of cultural richness, of reciprocal knowledge and mutual respect among people and groups of different origins, languages, religions and cultures; the right to sexual diversity; the right to play an active part in public affairs; the right to universal mobility; the right to be consulted; the right to development; the right to science, technology and knowledge; and the right to truth and justice.

			The set of values is certainly heterogeneous and ambitious, but it is not devoid of realism, nor is it technically unviable. The jurisprudence of the European Court of Human Rights and other international bodies has proven that, if we wish, we can go way beyond the literality of the legal instrument in use. The ECHR has recognised different aspects of the right to the environment based on a broad interpretation of the right to a private and family life; and it has done the same thing with the rights of gay, lesbian and transgender people, based on the principle of non-discrimination and the right to privacy. The African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights has recognised and applied, in specific cases, the collective right to democracy and the right to permanent sovereignty over the natural resources of a people. The Inter-American Court of Human Rights has a wealth of jurisprudence pertaining to the specific rights of indigenous peoples .

			In short, the political will to make emerging rights a reality is what is required. We, the actors in civil society have the responsibility to foster them, but it is up to the public powers to transform them into existing and effective human rights. Meanwhile, they will be a utopia, which is no mean feat. Eduardo Galeano says that a utopia is like a mirage you see on the horizon, which, as we approach, moves a little further away. What is utopia there for if we can never achieve it? Well, it is there so we can walk. Emerging human rights make us walk towards a more just, more free and more inclusive society. 

			+INFO

			Institut de Drets Humans de Catalunya (IDHC) www.idhc.org/

			Declaració Universal de Drets Humans Emergents www.idhc.org/esp/documents/CDHE/DDHE.pdf

			Projecte de carta de drets humans emergents www.idhc.org/cat/documents/CartaDHE.pdf

			Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) www.ohchr.org/EN/UDHR/Pages/Introduction.aspx

			Entrevista a Jaume Saura www.icev.es/entrevista_jaumesaura.pdf
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			Human rights

			Master’s Degree in Human Rights and Democracy UOC-IDHC www.uoc.edu/masters

			Olga Martín Ortega

			Consultant of the Master’s on Human Rights and Democracy. Senior Research fellow at the Centre on Human Rights in Conflict, East London University

			...and multinationals 

			Over the past few decades, multinationals have benefited from an economic system based on privatisation and liberalisation and a legal system which provides them with important rights and limited obligations. One of the greatest challenges currently facing international law is how to provide legal responses to threats of economic globalisation and to develop suitable tools in order to regulate and sanction the behaviour of these organisations, which violate human rights and harm the environment in the countries where they operate.

			Miguel Ángel Martín López

			Consultant of the Master’s on Human Rights and Democracy UOC-IDHC. Director of Development Cooperation at the Córdoba County Council

			....and the food crisis 

			The world crisis has called attention to the fragility of human rights and had an adverse effect on the basic right to food. The crisis must also be resolved from the viewpoint of human rights, by reinforcing the protective mechanisms in the face of the new challenges and problems and allowing new, so-called ‘emerging rights’ to arrive on the scene. Particular notice needs to be taken of the rights of the most needy specific groups, such as indigenous peoples or peasant farmers.

			Aida Guillén López

			Consultant of the Master’s on Human Rights and Democracy UOC-IDHC. Secretary of the Human Rights Institute of Catalonia

			...and ‘Glocalisation’ 

			More than 50% of the world’s population lives in urban areas. It is in the cities where we live, work, rest, have children and die; where we enjoy our rights and where the most human rights’ violations occur. Global problems, such as poverty, social exclusion and corruption, are reflected and suffered in the local sphere. This is the phenomenon known as ‘glocalisation’. In order to tackle it, we need to strengthen the role of cities and sub-state governments in protecting and defending their citizens’ rights.

			David Martínez Zorrilla

			UOC’s Lecturer on Law Philosophy

			... and traditions 

			In our increasingly plural and multicultural societies, conflicts may arise between the universal nature of human rights and respect for the cultural and traditional traits of the different communities that live there. These traditions can be firmly rooted and demands for respect for human rights can be perceived as a cultural imposition by the West. It is very important to be able to offer solid arguments to justify human rights which can be accepted rationally by the members of any culture.

			Tomás Jiménez Araya

			Consultant and Lecturer of the Master’s on Human Rights and Democracy UOC-IDHC. Former civil servant of the United Nations Population Fund

			...and population 

			Population factors are important when advocating the application of human rights and formulating public policies to eradicating social inequities. There is a demographic dimension to inequality which manifests itself throughout the life cycle of people. The groups of the population whose most basic needs remain unfulfilled are the ones who suffer from the most human rights’ violations. Poor families have high levels of demographic vulnerability: higher unwanted fertility rates and low status of women.

			Ignasi Beltrán de Heredia

			UOC’s Lecturer on Labour Law

			Fundamental rights at work 

			The job contract can potentially involve major restrictions to many human rights. Workers are subjected to the organisational and managerial powers of the bosses thereby compromising their dignity and freedom. Although legal guidelines prevent workers from being deprived of their rights when they “cross the factory threshold”, it is also true that the contractual dynamic itself doesn’t always guarantee that such rights are universally proclaimed.
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			Gender, Culture and Human Rigthts 

			Thoraya Ahmed Obaid

			Thoraya Ahmed Obaid has been executive director of the United Nations Populations Fund (UNFPA) since January 2001 and has always been a staunch defendant of the rights and autonomy of women. She was born in Saudi Arabia and educated in Cairo. In 1963 she was the first woman in her country to be awarded a scholarship to study at a university in the United States, where she obtained a doctorate in English Literature and Cultural Anthropology. This text is an extract adapted for Walk In of her acceptance speech for the prestigious Louis B. Sohn Human Rights Award last 10th of December, on International Human Rights Day.
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			Today, 61 years after the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, we continue to struggle to bring human rights close to home for millions of people. This year marks two auspicious and historic occasions worth mentioning that have shined further light on the universal quest for human rights and human dignity for all.

			This year we commemorate the 30th anniversary of the United Nations Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women – the international bill of rights for the world’s women. And we celebrate the 15th anniversary of the International Conference on Population and Development that guides the work of UNFPA. And this year the General Assembly of the United Nations approved the establishment of a new gender entity within the context of the UN reform for coherence and harmonization.

			It was at this International Conference on Population and Development 15 years ago in Cairo that delegates from 179 nations, representing all cultures and faiths, proclaimed for the first time that everyone has the right to reproductive health. They also agreed that due to the responsibilities that women carry in the society and their reproductive functions, they had the right to reproductive health through the different phases of their life, free of violence and coercion. They asserted that this right is a foundation for the empowerment of women. They adopted in 1994 a clear goal of universal access to reproductive health by 2015, which the leaders of the world reiterated in their declaration in 2005 and which then became a target under Millennium Development Goal 5 on Improving Maternal Health.

			The right to sexual and reproductive health is fundamental to women’s empowerment

			Over the years, we have come a long way together. A total of four UN global conferences for women have helped galvanize a global women’s movement. The health, rights and participation of women are now proclaimed in various resolutions of the United Nations Security Council dealing with peace and security. As we work for the rights of women in conflicts and wars, we must remember that women give birth, bleed, miscarry, get infected with HIV, and also die regardless of war, flood, tsunami or drought. We must speak loudly against categorizing women’s special needs as development versus humanitarian. Women’s bodies do not recognize such differences; they function the same all the time.

			There is growing understanding that women’s rights are central to social and economic progress and to international peace and security. And there is greater commitment than ever before to engage women in conflict prevention and peacebuilding because women are the weavers of the fabric of families and communities. (…) Today 15 years after the Cairo Conference, reproductive rights are increasingly recognized as universal human rights. Don’t we all recognize as universal the suffering of a husband and family when a woman dies needlessly from complications of pregnancy and childbirth? Don’t we feel compassion for a young girl who gets pregnant because she lacked health information and services, and drops out of school? Don’t we share the pain of people who get infected with HIV and suffer stigma and discrimination? Don’t we understand the plight of a refugee or displaced person who has been raped but is too afraid, or too ashamed, to ask for help?

			Today more and more people believe that everyone has the right to sexual and reproductive health. There is growing awareness that everyone has the right to freely and responsibly determine the number, timing and spacing of their children, and to make decisions about reproduction free of coercion, discrimination and violence.

			The right to sexual and reproductive health is fundamental to women’s empowerment and gender equality; for if women cannot make such a basic decision, they would not be able to make decisions about any other aspect of their lives. This right is also essential to the prevention of HIV and the improvement of maternal health and stopping one woman from dying each minute, as occurs today, during pregnancy and childbirth. When a mother dies, the infant often dies but also the family unravels and all suffer the loss. It is high price to pay by families and communities and it is a small investment to make to ensure maternal health.

			The indicators on maternal death have not changed in the past two decades

			We know that there are 215 million women who would like to plan their families but have no means to do so and we know that many countries will not achieve MDG 5 on maternal health including the target of universal access to reproductive health by 2015. It is imperative that we all work together and ensure that the needed investment in reproductive health programmes, including family planning, is made and that our commitment is not impacted by the financial crisis or the funds needed for climate change. We agreed that women’s lives are worth saving and therefore we must protect the programmes that save their lives.

			This year, for the first time, the United Nations Human Rights Council adopted a resolution decrying the large inequities in maternal mortality and declaring that maternal health is a human right. Together with partners, UNFPA will continue to work to ensure universal access to reproductive health guided by the belief that no woman should die while giving life. Though we say that MDG 5 to improve maternal health is the mother of all the Millennium Development Goals, the indicators on maternal death and disability have not changed in the past two decades. So let us on this Human Rights Day commit ourselves to achieving the right of women to reproductive health including family planning.

			Today UNICEF, WHO, The World Bank and UNFPA are working together at the global, regional and country levels to end high maternal death rates in 60 countries. We feel that the goal is achievable if political will, leadership and investment are realized. As Executive Director of UNFPA, I have travelled to many corners of the world. As I have seen the challenges faced by women and families, I also have also seen hope and progress.

			Today more girls are going to school, taking important steps towards equality. Today after a devastating genocide, Rwanda has the highest percentage of women in parliament, and education and health standards are rising. Today Africa can boast its first woman Head of State, the fearless leader and human rights champion, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, leading her country to rise from years of conflict and devastation.

			Today progress is being made to end harmful practices such as female genital mutilation and cutting, and the devastating childbirth disability of fistula. Throughout my tenure as UNFPA Executive Director, I have championed a culturally sensitive approach to promote the health and rights of women and young people. I have done so to bring human rights closer to individual’s lives and realities, as Eleanor Roosevelt said, to bring human rights closer to home.

			I believe that human rights cannot be imposed from the outside, to be lasting they must come from within. People must achieve their own human rights. Our role as development agents is to provide moral and material support. 

			+INFO

			UNFPA–Gender www.unfpa.org/gender/rights.htm

			54th session of the Commission on the Status of Women www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/beijing15/index.html

			The International Initiative on Maternal Mortality and Human Rights (IIMMHR) righttomaternalhealth.org/

		

	


	
		
			DOSSIER

			SATISH KUMAR Without spirituality there is no future”

			BY GLORIA ZORRILLA

			A tireless activist who travels the world speaking out in favour of sustainability and commitment to the environment, Satish Kumar paints a picture of the future that is far from being a vision of looming catastrophe. Instead, he sees climate change and the economic crisis as positive challenges and a wonderful opportunity to change things and redesign our materialistic society. Editor of the prestigious journal, Resurgence, founder of Schumacher College in Devon (UK), author of a number of books promoting non-violence and holistic philosophy, Kumar has inspired a large number of ecological, spiritual and educational movements. “Earth, Spirit and Society” was the title of the brilliant speech which he gave at the First Congress on the EcoUniversity organised by the UOC last October.
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			What is your vision of ecology? In Greek ‘eco’ means ‘home’. The planet is our home, and it is a place where everything is interrelated. ‘Logos’ means knowledge; that is, our knowledge of the planet, our home and the economy comes from ‘knosos’, management, managing our home. At universities today we teach economics, but not in-depth ecology. But how can you manage your own house if you don’t really know it? We don’t teach it because we don’t know it or understand it. Our culture is individualistic: “My car, my house, my...”. Even at university they teach you to be concerned with your own personal success alone rather than with the universal. 

			Perhaps we need to change our awareness. We have a very egocentric point of view. We think of nature in a utilitarian way: how it can be useful \ or serve mankind’s needs. If we shift from an egocentric point of view to one that is centred on the environment –ecocentrism – we would be taking a small yet major step for humanity. It is like going from C to A, a quantum leap. It sounds simple, but it would entail an enormous change. We have been brainwashed. It begins at primary school, then at secondary, at university, at work... There is a Cartesian point of view. As Descartes said, “I think, therefore I exist. I think, therefore I am”. 

			“Although it sounds paradoxical, this is a ‘good’ crisis”

			The West is going through the worst economic crisis since the Second World War. Although it sounds paradoxical, this is a “good” crisis. It is a time when we can stop, reflect and redesign our society, to seek out strategies to moderate consumption and economic growth as the sine qua non condition for lowering CO2 emissions. The recession and global warming are causing the economy and the environment to converge, and they are also forcing heads of state to think a little more. They gathered in Copenhagen, for example, (the UN Climate Summit in December) to decide how to deal with the future, and many presidents have invited Indian economists. Vandana Shiva, for example, is an advisor to Nicolas Sarkozy; even Zapatero relies on Indian consultants because they have a more holistic point of view. The Europeans move with only one foot, the Indians use both: ecology and economy. 

			Where are we going and how do you see the future? I am optimistic, but hope alone is not enough. We have to take action. We have to change our way of life and lower our consumption of fossil fuels so we do not rely so heavily on oil. We have to eat locally-produced products and strengthen the local economy and small businesses. Today when you go to the supermarket the food comes from all over the world. Transporting it from Africa to Spain requires huge energy costs that can be avoided by eating local products. Obviously, I am anti-globalisation. 

			Some people believe that the multinationals have brought wealth to Third World countries . There are more poor people in India every day. The money from the multinationals does not raise the purchasing power of the local poor. The multinationals have operated like this for more than fifty years, and the number of people living below the poverty line continues to grow. The only ones who benefit are the rich, who are getting richer all the time. Furthermore, producing consumer goods in India and then transport them to Europe and the United States only raises planetary warming. The transport of goods has to drop. The primary cause of global warming is global commerce because we are still dependent on fossil fuels. 

			Do you recommend a return to protectionist economic policies? I prefer to use the term ‘local economy’, which is more positive and more sustainable. I prefer that people move, not consumer goods. People come to Europe in search of work and eventually they settle down in the places where they work. 

			“The Europeans move with only one foot, the Indians use both: ecology and economy”

			Did Barack Obama deserve the Nobel Peace Prize? I know that the award surprised many people because Obama had not even been in office as president for ten months. But I think it was a good decision, because the next time he makes a decision he will have to think twice: first as the President of the United States, and secondly as a Nobel laureate. The prize will make him more aware of the role he has to play in terms of furthering peace. 

			Are you a disciple of Mahatma Gandhi? Yes, I consider myself to be his disciple of his, and if Gandhi were alive today he too would be against global commerce. He would support artisans, farmers and small local producers. Gandhi said two important things: “No to mass production and yes to production by the masses”, and also, “Be the change you want to see in the world”, which is to say act, participate. We all have to be leaders of small changes, meaning the grain of sand that we can each contribute. We have great potential and we have to unleash it. 

			Yours is a very spiritual vision. Don’t you think that as a concept Westerners might find it too abstract? All relationships are based on spirituality. The word ‘spirit’ comes from ‘to breathe’. We all breathe the same air: mankind, animals, trees... So we are all related by breathing. We are ecologists because of our love of nature and of people, not out of fear. Materialistic people work on the basis of fear: the fear of losing their material possessions. But if you are spiritual, in your view everything belongs to the whole world, you don’t own anything. How can you own nature, a river, a tree, the Earth? We belong to the Earth; the Earth does not belong to us. That is the essence of spirituality. In the West we live in a materialist society that lacks spirituality, and without spirituality there is no future.

			There are a lot of movements which criticise unbridled capitalism and advocate a way of life that is slower or more traditional. Do you think we are on the right track? I believe we are headed in the right direction. A lot of things are happening in the West. Every day there is more recycling, more cities have bicycle lanes, promote organic food, the Slow Food movement, consumers who are going back to shopping for food at traditional markets... In the future we need to move towards an economy which shows more solidarity, and for that to happen we need three things: imagination, creativity and ingenuity. This crisis is a good opportunity to redesign our economic system. It should help us to encourage creativity and the imagination to be able to develop a better society. So, instead of looking backwards, we must look forwards towards a future where science and spirituality go hand in hand. Einstein said that science without spirituality is blind, and spirituality without science is lame. The Eastern countries are lame and Western countries are blind. On our own we are all headed for the abyss, but if we work together we can make it. 

			+INFO

			Resurgence at the heart of earth, art and spirit www.resurgence.org

			Schumacher College - Transformative courses on sustainibilty www.schumachercollege.org.uk

			Peace Walk - Wikipedia  en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peace_walk

		

	


	
		
			WALK THE TALK

			SERGI LÓPEZ “The stereotype of the sexy man is changing”

			BY ANNA MURGADAS I VALL DOSERA

			Sergi López is one of the best-known Catalan actors in the world. He went to Paris to study theatre and came back to Spain as one of the icons of French auteur film. Regarded as one of the most appealing actors on the European scene, and an outspoken proponent of independence for Catalonia, besides cameras and sets he has now ventured into the restaurant business. When his calendar permits, you’re likely to find him at Negrefum, the restaurant he opened in Vilanova i la Geltrú (Barcelona), the city where he was born and lives.
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			Do all you famous actors have to open a restaurant? Yes, it’s required. At acting schools they tell you that theatre is a joke and what really matters is filling your belly (laughter).

			Perhaps the good life is too closely intertwined with show business...  I don’t know. I personally have a lot of respect for the restaurant business. For years I’ve been eating at good restaurants with my two other partners in Negrefum, Jordi Trillas and Joan Pujol, with the excuse of my making films. I always said that we should set up a restaurant that we like in Vilanova i la Geltrú, a restaurant where, for example, the wine list only had wines from Catalonia, not out of nationalism but so that we could identify better with it.

			Successful actor, restaurateur... but weren’t you supposed to end up being a street sweeper? Oh yeah, that’s right! That’s what my father used to tell me when I was young and doing my 10th year at school for the third time. If he had told me that I’d work shut up in an office I would have freaked out, so that’s why I didn’t find the prospect of being a street sweeper so awful. Back then, I did amateur theatre with my friends. One day I got home late and my father was glaring at me. To stop him, it occurred to me to tell him that that was a very important day in my life, that I had decided to become a theatre professional. “You want to go into theatre?” he said. “Fine, theatre. Just do something – it doesn’t matter!” When I woke up I realized that I’d have to give it a try.

			But weren’t your parents worried about how you’d earn a living? No, my parents never worried about that because I never asked them for a penny. At that time I had a great job. I acted as a guide for foreign kids who came to Vilanova i la Geltrú to learn Catalan. They studied all day long, and my job was to take them out for drinks in the evening and organise the weekend outings. With the money I earned I was able to travel to Paris to study theatre at Jacques Lecoq’s school.

			And you got your first break there, but it was film, not theatre... There was a secretary at the school who was married to a Catalan, so I was kind of her pet. She gave me an advert: “Director looking for an actor with Spanish accent to star in first film”. At first I doubted whether my Catalan accent would work, but actually when French people say Spanish accent what they mean is a southern accent. An Italian or Portuguese accent would work just as well... Manuel Poirier and I really got on well and he kept offering me bit parts for five years. Then one day he asked me to co-star in Western, which won the audience award at the Cannes Film Festival. And it’s like suddenly I became a film actor, as if I hadn’t been one before.

			“My father told me I’d end up as a street sweeper”

			So which do you think catapulted you to fame more, Western or With a Friend like Harry... I got my start in the auteur film scene with Western, but Harry made me more famous. I’m still Harry on the street in France. I won the César, the prize for best European actor, and Canal+ has shown the film seven or eight times. Even the line “un ami qui vous veut du bien” [from the title in French: Harry, un ami qui vous veut du bien] has ended up becoming a catchphrase. I remember once the sports newspaper L’Equip mentioned a coach who had brought his team to ruin and they called him “un ami qui vous veut du bien”.

			So are these two phenomena comparable to other hits, like Pan’s Labyrinth or Isabel Coixet’s Map of the Sounds of Tokyo? It’s hard to compare them. In terms of ticket sales, Western sold 1,500,000 in France, which is huge, it’s amazing. But here, Coixet’s film sold 500,000 and we’re really happy with that. Obviously the French market is bigger... Over time you realise that the number of spectators is pretty relative. The first film I made with Poirier premiered in just one cinema in Paris, and even though it didn’t have a huge audience, it did become a cult film.

			Don’t take it wrong, but how have you gotten the French, as picky as they are, to overlook your accent? Well, we’ve gradually come to terms with each other, the French de la langue and a Catalan individual used to seeing his accent as a handicap. Here all you have to say is buenos días and they’ve got you pegged as a Catalan. Then suddenly it turns out that the accent is charming. At first I thought that I wouldn’t have more than a few bit parts as a construction worker, bullfighter or thief, which was what I was being offered, but the unexpected kept happening and I was offered roles that were meant for other local actors. Many directors and scriptwriters tell me for strong roles, the cheeky ones, my accent gave a bit of foreign naturalness that makes them easier to swallow. It’s curious because it’s obvious that I speak French with an accent, yet I’m as much a part of their collective imagination as if I were French myself. There are other examples, too, like Jane Birkin... 

			Yes, just like her, the French have turned you into a sex symbol, like a European George Clooney... Well, a somewhat less polished version of George Clooney (laughter). I wouldn’t be able to tell you where that comes from either.

			“I thought that in France I would only have some parts as a construction worker, bullfighter or thief” 

			The myth of the working class hunk perhaps? It has something to do with that, but I think that there are other factors at play, too. First, luckily for both men and women, the stereotype of the sexy man is changing. Not too long ago I premiered a film with Kristin Scott Thomas, Leaving, a history of passion that a more physical Latino would have been cast in ten years ago. Now they were looking for a character who is a good listener, who’s affectionate, who follows his lover even though he sees she’s veering off-course. The character is both masculine and feminine at the same time. Most of the films I’ve made have been rather like this; even the ones where you can’t see anything have somehow had a sexual element.

			Not to mention the ones where you can see something, which is quite a few of them...  You deal with that when you act. In my personal life I’m actually rather shy and not much of an exhibitionist. Plus, it’s not like I’m really happy with the body I’ve been given, but it’s different when you act. There are times I read scripts and can’t imagine myself in the role. Now I’m premiering a film by the Larrier brothers where I appear naked, plus in a close-up which is actually totally embarrassing.

			But you’re not embarrassed at all expressing your political opinions in public. Don’t the French and Spanish criticise you for your pro-independence stance? In France they are amused by it; it’s like saying I’m Alsatian, so they don’t really know what I’m talking about... Back in the first film I made with Poirier, there was a scene where we were having dinner at my girlfriend’s house and her parents asked me if I was Spanish. I began to improvise, telling them that actually I was Catalan and that it’s not the same thing... 

			Is it more than a question of accents? I am what I am. My life and my profession are not national statements, but my identity is what it is. That’s all. The other day a fervent supporter of Catalan independence suggested that I make a film about Jaume I [an early king of Catalonia]. But what if it’s poorly written? Or badly filmed? I don’t make film for nationalistic purposes; I’m interested in making good films that say something new, that try to change the world.

			When I say that you’re a Catalan without a complex I was also referring to more explicit support, like the kind you’ve lent recently to the consultations on independence held in several Catalan towns... Yeah, yeah, but that’s become public knowledge only recently. The other day I did a chat in El Mundo and the word ‘independence’ kept popping up in many of the questions, but that’s a fairly recent phenomenon. Someone must have said somewhere that I’m in favour of Catalonia’s independence, even though I’ve never hidden it! Until now I’ve approached the topic with a great deal of humour, and I assume that the people I’ve dealt with have somehow forgiven me. I don’t get embroiled in conflict, and I’ve always been bothered by the idea of being Catalan as opposed to Spanish and French, that you have to be anti-Spanish or anti-French to be Catalan. The belligerence of the pro-independence side can be tiring, too. We need a discourse closer to Pep Guardiola’s [the Barça coach]: persevere.

			“I’ve never hidden that I support independence for Catalonia”

			But aren’t you afraid that the Spanish film industry will turn its back on you? I don’t know if it will ignore me. I don’t find much in Spain, but honestly I don’t really care. I’m lucky enough to have studied with Lecoq, and now I’ve made Non Solum with Jorge Picó and a box of melons, you know? When I told my father that I wanted to be an actor, my intention was to do theatre. My dream wasn’t to make films and see my name in the limelight. I wanted to be one of those veteran actors in Barcelona, one of those 70-year-olds who thrive on the theatre. I wouldn’t mind if no one ever gave me a role in a film again; I’d look for a job, I’d do something. On the other hand, I do wonder why they see independence as such a negative thing... 

			Come on...  Newspapers’ independence, for example, is not a bad thing. Children’s independence, women’s independence... Well, it’s the opposite of dependence! Depending on something and not being able to fully realise yourself, it’s a drag. I have a saying for Catalans that I always think should appear somewhere: didn’t we agree that we’re a nation? So everyone is in favour of independence, right? How can you think that Catalonia is a nation and not want it to be independent? In Catalonia today, many people realise that we can want independence without that meaning that we’re going to get involved in a civil war or kick out everyone named González... or López! It’s all really quite simple: reach an agreement, talk, vote, decide. It’s not so exceptional; the hard work will come afterward, when we’ll have to decide what to do... 

			+INFO

			Sergi López at IMBD www.imdb.com/name/nm0530365/

			Filmografia a Cinemacatalà.net www.cinemacatala.net/ActorsPublic2.php?id=89

			Acadèmia del cinema català www.academiadelcinema.cat/es.html

			Suport al manifest del 13-D (vilaweb.cat) tinyurl.com/yl5z9t9

			Encuentros digitales (elmundo.es) www.elmundo.es/encuentros/invitados/2009/10/3859/

		

	


	
		
			SPOTLIGHT ON

			FRANÇOIS DUBET Sociologist of exclusion

			BY NÚRIA TORIL
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			François Dubet (Périgueux, 1946) is a sociologist who never ceases to stir up controversy because of both the ideas he espouses and his working method. A professor at the University of Bordeaux II and Head of Studies at the École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales in Paris, he is one of the most esteemed theoreticians in France. The follower of another prominent name in sociology, Alain Touraine, he is one of the driving forces behind sociology of action, the kind that goes beyond abstract theory to analyse the social reality from the social reality itself. In the course of his career, he has studied about young people, education, exclusion, social movements, inequalities and, more recently, the crisis of institutions. Special guest speaker in the first 2010 Debates in Education organised by the Jaume Bofill Foundation and the UOC in late January, the results of his studies have shaken up the French system. Without further ado, in Barcelona Dubet claimed that the French school system, one of the pillars of the Republic, is in decline.

			One of the defining moments in Dubet’s career came in the early 1980s. In 1981, shortly after François Mitterrand was elected President of the French Republic, violent mobs of young people, many of them with Maghrebi roots, erupted in the Les Minguettes neighbourhood in the suburbs of Lyon to protest their living conditions. With a team of researchers, the sociologist conducted a study among young adults aged 18 to 24 from Les Minguettes and the outskirts of Paris (Orly, Champigny and Clichy) who were, he claimed, “condemned to become young criminals”.

			Dubet tried to describe the marginal universe in which these young people lived and how alienation, failure and impotence drove them to a sense of apathy and exclusion as their fate, and eventuallyled them to crime. “No one, either young or marginalised, emerges unscathed from the pressures, coercion and stigma pressed upon them,” he claims. The upshot of the study was one of his most emblematic books, La Galère: jeunes en survie (Fayard, 1987), which was reissued last year with a new prologue where he once again warned of the dangers posed by the social and job marginalisation of certain collectives.

			Without turning his back on marginalised youths, Dubet later became a benchmark in the field of the sociology of education. L’école des chances (The School of Opportunities, Seuil, 2004) and Le Déclin de l’institution (The Decline of the Institution, Seuil, 2002) are two of his other most emblematic books. A defender of inclusive schooling and an expert on school dropouts, Dubet believes that “at a time when access to education has become widespread and there are more students than ever, it is paradoxical that there is talk about the decline of the school as an institution”. This French sociologist believes that French schools do not work because they have not adapted to the changes brought about by the massive access to education and the multiculturalism in today’s classrooms.

			“Society has to learn not to expect everything from schools”

			Dubet believes that schools do not guarantee equal opportunities because they spring from a society that is not egalitarian and therefore one in which not everyone has the same chances for success. For this reason, he defends inclusive schools that are concerned about both students who perform well and are successful and those that do not. Otherwise, those who do not earn good marks will be condemned to social exclusion. Schools have managed to become democratic, but they must still become fair, he claims. Massive schooling of the population has meant that the difference no longer lies in access to education, but in the results of this education. “Education has become mercantile. Parents seek the best schools for their children where they can earn good marks because that’s the only way they can join the job market. If you don’t earn good marks, you’ll find yourself outside the system.”

			 When speaking about the decline of the school as an institution, Dubet draws a parallel that might seem a little farfetched at first. This sociologist compares French schools – secular, republican, democratic, egalitarian – with the Church. The Church, he claims is a factory to churn out Christians, and he believes that French schools, which emerged from opposition to the Church, have nonetheless tried to follow the same model for years. “Schools are one of the pillars of the French industrial identity. Schools champion principles and values that are as sacred and unquestionable as the Church’s dogmas. They are the schools of the nation, of reason, of progress. They are based on a single principle: If we are all equal, then we will be freer and better. Teachers in a republican school must have a vocation and represent the values of the Republic. Teachers have authority because they represent ‘sacred’ values. This is a very solid sanctuary. Parents, companies and local agents have no right to meddle with it. What is more, it separates students from children. An emotional child is not desirable (similar to the Church’s separation between soul and body). If you follow the school’s values, you will ultimately be a free person who can criticise the educational system.”

			However, this model of “churning out good republicans” began to fail with the massive influx of the population into schools and with immigration. “Schools are designed for the nation. They aim to make good French, Italian or Catalan citizens. But things have changed. We need to construct programmes in which everyone can participate,” he explained in an interview in El Periódico de Catalunya on his visit to Barcelona. Dubet asserts that it is difficult to believe in a uniform school for the nation when the population is anything but uniform. Furthermore, the schools have lost their monopoly on culture. “Now kids can get more information from the television or computers than at school. Schools are the victims of the critical spirit they have created. Now they are required to demonstrate that they’re good for something.”

			Revolutionary, radical changes are not needed, rather we must find democratic venues of discussion in order to change the way we work. We need pragmatic changes that allow everyone to be included, not just the high performers. In Dubet’s opinion, today we are asking too much of the educational system. “Society has to learn not to expect everything from schools. We want schools to make good citizens, eliminate inequalities and convey culture. That is not reasonable: it’s too much responsibility for schools.” 

			+INFO

			École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales www.ehess.fr/cadis/francais/pages/chercheurs/pres-dubet.html

			Debates de Educación www.debats.cat

			Vídeo – Declive de la institución escolar y conflictos de principios www.youtube.com/watch?v=xoFUV1ztBmA

			Libros de Dubet accesibles en línea www.librospdf.net/dubet/1/

			François Dubet: Donner autant à ceux qui ont moinswww.cahiers-pedagogiques.com/spip.php?article132

		

	


	
		
			ZOOM IN

			GERVASIO SÁNCHEZ 

			“I speak for those who have no voice”

			BY LALI SANDIUMENGE
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			The photographer of pain, loss and madness, but also of dignity, hope and the beauty of life. Born in Cordoba in 1959, but Catalan and Aragonese by adoption, Gervasio Sánchez is very clear about what his work should be and what the work of a journalist should be: to condemn, to hold to account and to rescue victims from anonymity. “It’s my job. I feel compelled to speak for those who have no voice”, he says, paraphrasing Albert Camus. In fact it was for his “ongoing work for justice” that the Spanish Ministry of Culture awarded Sánchez the National Photography Prize last December, the first time it has rewarded a photojournalist’s career. 

			Hyperactive, tenacious, conscientious, honest and loyal, with an energy and a passion that are immune to weariness and discouragement, Gervasio Sánchez, Gerva, has been visiting the planet’s flashpoints for more than two decades, his camera over his shoulder and a few vacuum-sealed packs of ham in his suitcase. He started out in 1984 in Latin America, traipsing across the continent, covering wars in winter spending what he had earned in summer serving paellas on the beach at Tarragona. In January 2011, the Contemporary Art Museum of Castile and Leon will be launching a project that was beginning to take shape at this time: an exhibition dedicated to the drama of the forced disappeared who are the subject of his book La caravana de la muerte: las víctimas de Pinochet (The caravan of death: the victims of Pinochet, Blume, 2001). Guatemala, Chile and Colombia, where he has been over the past few months, and Cambodia, Algeria and Bosnia, are some of the places where he has followed the fate and endeavours of the victims’ families throughout the years. 

			In 1992 he moved on from the Latin American conflicts to those in the Balkans (El cerco de Sarajevo [The siege of Sarajevo], Editorial Complutense 1994; Kosovo, crónica de la deportación [Kosovo, a chronicle of the deportation], Blume, 1999; Sarajevo 1992-2008, Blume 2009) and since then his lens has focused on some of the most unstable countries in Africa and Asia. In 1995, almost by chance, he embarked on what was to become one of his most far-reaching projects, Vidas Minadas (Mined Lives, Blume, 1997), with which he gave back those people disabled by anti-personnel mines their identities. “It was a commission from a gossip magazine”, he explains. He accepted it with the proviso that they respected his work and wouldn’t change it one iota. He travelled to Angola, and then to Cambodia and Bosnia, and later to Mozambique and Colombia, the homelands of Sokheum Man, Adis Smajic, Sofía Elface Mufo and Mónica Paola Ojeda, whom he considers his adopted children and whose progress he continues to follow (Cinco años después. Vidas Minadas, [Five years after, Mined Lives], Blume 2002; Vidas Minadas, diez años después, [Mined Lives, ten years later], Blume 2007). 

			Vidas Minadas, which he carried out with the support of the NGOs Intermón, Manos Unidas and Médecins Sans Frontières, is an exceptional document about horror, suffering and futility, but it also says a great deal about the photographer who hides behind the lens. The respect he shows towards the injured victims as he asks them to pose, the painstaking attention to detail with which he portrays these small deadly devices and the artificial limbs cobbled together from plastic bottles, his composure as he accompanies Sokheum’s father when they are going to amputate the little boy’s leg, or the unguarded tenderness with which, a decade later, he observes Sofía and her daughter asleep. One wonders what else his eyes have seen which he has left no record of on film. His eloquent gaze frames inconvenient truths and, not one to mince his words, he misses no opportunity to condemn what scandalises him the most: the cynicism, apathy and hypocrisy of power and politicians, whatever their political colour. His central characters are the civilian victims of wars in which, he doesn’t tire of repeating, Spanish weapons kill and destroy. “I’m like a parrot”, he laughs, “I say the same thing over and over again, but, the fact is, the years and decades go by and everything remains the same.”

			Gerva rejects the most clichéd labels and phrases. He is neither a committed journalist (journalism is commitment and, therefore, the adjective is superfluous, he explains, somewhat tired of repeating the obvious), nor does he believe a picture is worth a thousand words. “Their importance lies in the fact that they don’t need simultaneous translation. Everybody understands them.” It is with this universal language, which any child can grasp, that he seeks to inform, but to prick consciences too, and, why not, he warns, to trigger remorse. Photography, more than an art, is a tremendously effective tool in his hands.

			Always on the hunt for stories, always planning something new (“I always note down the anniversaries of historic events”, he admits), some time ago he thought about commemorating the bicentenary of The Disasters of War (1810-1815), by Francisco de Goya, whom he considers to be the finest reporter in history. The illustrious heir of the Aragonese painter, this photojournalist and adoptive son of Zaragoza, wrote a piece –online and on paper – for each of the 82 prints in the series, in which he reflected on the disasters of present conflicts and the horrifying consequences they bring to the civilian population. “The victims”, writes, “are the only unquestionable truth of a war.” 

			+INFO

			Los desastres de la guerra. Blog de Gervasio Sánchez blogs.heraldo.es/gervasiosanchez

			Discurso en la entrega del premio Ortega y Gasset www.soitu.es/soitu/2008/05/09/actualidad/1210339264_324073.htm

			Gervasio Sánchez en la Cumbre Mundial de Paz www.youtube.com/watch?v=fPnmVFURroM

			Vidas minadas. Diez años después. www.vidasminadas.com

			30 minuts, Vides Minades www.tv3.cat/videos/229649/Vides-minades

		

	


	
		
			THE CONVERSATION

			Julià Minguillón talks with Laura Czerniewicz

			“The university is a source of enormous innovation, and at the same time it’s deeply conservative”

			LAURA CZERNIEWICZ is the head of the Centre for Educational Technology at the University of Cape Town. In the past decade, she has spearheaded innovation and research projects on the use of ICT in education in South Africa, and she was one of the driving forces behind the online e/merge conferences, which seek to explore the possibilities of e-learning in Africa (blogs.uct.ac.za/blog/laura-cet).

			JULIÀ MINGUILLÓN is the academic director of the UNESCO Chair in E-Learning at the UOC and a professor of the IT, Multimedia and Communications programme. Last December, they both took part in the international seminar that the UNESCO Chair organises every year, this time devoted to open social learning (OSL), the new revolution in education 2.0. catedraunesco.uoc.edu.
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			Mobile technology will be a useful learning tool, especially in Africa, where there is lower access to computers and broadband Internet. What do you think about this technology? I don’t know if I can say that, but I would say that it is the first technology that seems to be offering the promise of being genuinely ubiquitous. If you look at other technologies, there have always been serious divides. Do you know what percentage of the world’s population has a mobile phone? At the beginning of 2009 it was something like 63%. It is extraordinary. 

			Does that percentage hold in Africa? No, and in fact the figures in Africa vary quite a lot. It’s quite difficult to get accurate numbers. But certainly, among students, I think we can say it’s almost 100%. The last time we surveyed South African higher education was in 2007, and it was 98.5% at that time. 

			Mobile phones are the devices that students are using. At the same time, universities are adopting e-learning solutions. But as Jane Klobas said at the European Conference on E-learning, software vendors often have more power than academics when convincing decision-makers at universities to adopt these technologies. What can we do about that? That’s a good question. At the moment, at my university, we are exploring the possibility of a “one laptop per student” project. But we also have to think about why a laptop. Why not a particular high-end cell phone that can do everything a laptop can do, and maybe with a fold-out keyboard or some kind of device for viewing content or something like that? I think that we also have to be imaginative in how we think about these things. 

			“Mobiles are a way of reducing inequality”

			Yes, maybe the laptop or mobile should be free. The problem for some people is paying the fees for using the network. That’s right. That’s a very important question, because one of the criticisms levelled at this kind of technology is that we at the universities are passing the costs on to the students, and we have to be very careful not to do that. At the moment in the universities in South Africa there are very good laboratories on campus, and so there is equivalent and fair access to technology on campus. Off-campus, it’s very uneven, very divided. Our research is showing that people have very different situations at home and even when they have access to a computer, they’re sharing it with four, five, six, seven people. But cell phones offer a way of bridging that.

			What about the contents? Because we, as an open university, have a policy that we try to open all the contents we generate as much as possible, but sometimes we have the feeling that nobody is using our contents, perhaps because they’re not close to the students who need them. What could we do, as Westerners, in order to help people in Africa, with respect to contents? There are two things I want to say. The first thing is that I think one of the important things about open content for people in the Global South – to use that term broadly – it is an opportunity to put our content online. Because if you do an analysis of where the content is coming from, there is a serious inequity in the system. There are people who produce content, but they are not making it known. So the first important thing is to make it known. And then the second thing it to make it known to each other, because what happens in African communities is similar to airline flights. If you want to go to an African country, you have to fly through Europe. If you want to read a colleague, you often have to read them through a European or American publication. So we want to enable conversations with one another through the availability of this kind of content.

			At the seminar we talked about formal and informal learning. Academics tend to be very formal in the way we teach and evaluate, but informal learning happens every day, everywhere and at any time. So how do you think we can bridge both worlds? As long as assessment is in the form that it has traditionally been, it’s going to be very difficult to change practices. Because at the end of the day, there is a mismatch between the innovation and the new ways of learning and the informal learning and the assessment practices. So we are going to have to enable and reward innovative forms of assessment, and to do this we going to have to think about innovating and rewarding new kinds of teaching. Because in many universities, and my own is one of them, if they are research-intensive and want to be on the world stage, then innovating with teaching unfortunately comes second place. 

			Until now, universities have been creating knowledge and accrediting it. Now it seems that the creative process is losing ground and universities are only left with the accreditation part. Do you think that open social learning leave universities with no power at all? You’re asking me about the future of higher education! I think that’s the discussion we’re all having at the moment, and that the jury is out on the future of higher education. But I think that the university is a very entrenched institution; it has been around for centuries and it’s a funny place. It’s a contradiction because on the one hand it’s a source of enormous innovation, and on the other it’s deeply conservative. 

			But we need to evolve because if we don’t we are in danger of being seen as dinosaurs and then becoming extinct. So what should we do to attract learners and maintain this...? Oh, no! That one I can’t answer!

			So let me rephrase it: what about virtual learning environments? We are creating environments and technologies to attract people no matter where they are and whether they want to study in the afternoon or at night. That means that we are breaking space and time barriers. But isn’t it a way of recreating all the same structures in the virtual world? Shouldn’t we be creating something...  Something different? I think we are creating something different because it’s a relationship between the affordances and the existing practices. I think there’s a blended model that’s going to emerge. If you think about distance education, it comes in a very narrow packaged form, and the process of going online is going to throw up a lot of questions. I’ve been reading conversations and research coming from England about the role of learning technologists as change agents for universities and pedagogy. So that process of engaging with technology and going online is throwing up a lot of questions about what it is that we do, and I think that’s going to be an important part of what happens. I can see a kind of blended model, but I hesitate to say what that blended model is going to look like. I think it’s going to surprise us. 

			We’ve seen that we are reproducing the same schemes in virtual learning environments. With the Web 2.0 thing we are giving more control to learners and they have the power to create their own contents, share their own contents, etc. But some of our students need something to engage in this kind of activity. So of course it’s not just about technology, but what is it then? It’s about expertise. And I think that’s one of the discussions that we were having in the seminar today: where is the role of expertise? I don’t think it should go away; I think that precisely one of the dangers is to believe that this kind of flattened, peer-to-peer, self-organising space will create knowledge of its own accord. 

		

	


	
		
			WIRELESS

			‘Reglocalization’

			Eric Hauck

			ehauck@uoc.edu
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			The air no longer reaches your lungs, the gas cloud disorients you, your eyes expand inside their sockets, you would be paralysed if the footfalls of the military boots, the sound of grenade launchers and the roar of Jeeps did not push you to run and keep fleeing, into dead ends, to pre-adolescents with stones in their hands. Suddenly, right before losing consciousness, a boy appears around a corner with an onion in his hand and he places it under your nose. Suddenly, you inhale deeply and your entire respiratory tract opens up. You find the strength to run a few more metres, escape the pursuit and take refuge in a doorway. In fact, the racket had nothing to do with you. We are just tourists who found ourselves trapped in the repression of the demonstrations that heralded the first Palestinian Intifada. It was the autumn of 1987 at the exit of the Damascus Gate in East Jerusalem.

			Four years later I returned to that scene, now as a reporter, to see the happiness of those young Palestinians celebrating as Saddam Hussein’s inoffensive Scud missiles fell onto Israeli soil by shooting into the air from their rooftops. Even though I had a complete personal survival kit against any kind of chemical attack – gasmask and several doses of self-injectables – I did not feel as safe as with that miraculous half-onion.

			The image did not come back to me until quite recently. As I was reading one of those anonymous blogs by the Iranian opposition that are sprouting up on the Web, an activist recommended that the demonstrators carry cut onions in their pockets to deal with the teargas sprayed by Ahmadinejad’s police force. Curiously, the Iranian blogger told his fellow activists that he had been given the recipe by a reporter seasoned in Gaza. So it turns out that in 20 years the only thing in the photo that has not evolved is the discreet onion in one hand, because the other no longer carries the stones of the Intifada as a symbolic defensive weapon. Instead, the other hand holds a mobile phone with a camera to condemn the brutality of the Iranian regime’s police force in real time on the social networks.

			I have used this story as a metaphor to illustrate what ‘glocalisation’ (think global, act local) has turned into since personalities like the German environmentalist Manfred Lange, the Polish sociologist Zygmunt Bauman and the controversial American Pulitzer Prize winner Thomas Friedman began to spread the ‘glocal’ concept in the 1990s as an antidote to the uniformity of globalisation.

			The citizen uprisings against the repression in Gaza, the election coup in Teheran, the failure of the climate change summit in Copenhagen, the G-20’s inability to stanch the financial crisis in Chicago, Berlusconi’s impunity in Rome, the closure of independent television stations in Caracas and the environmental impact of the Winter Olympics in Vancouver are not coordinated actions aimed at destabilising a unipolar world controlled by the large corporations, which divvy up the pie of the global market. Rather, they are the symptoms of a global exhaustion with the lack of solutions to all sorts of conflicts: armed, financial and environmental.

			Going back to the initial metaphor, the boots of the Tsahal soldiers symbolise the forced imposition of the prevailing doctrines since the end of the Cold War; the tourists, a generation of young people born after the disintegration of the Soviet bloc who have been left without political referents and through inertia drift from one place to another in a world that has become too small for them; and the Palestinian youths, a bastion of activists who, not with stones but with social networks on the Internet, rise up against resignation. So what about the onion? What does the half-onion symbolise? The local solution to a global problem which has spread far and wide as a best practice. The onion is glocalisation.

			Given the lack of charismatic, enthused leaders (still waiting to see what will come of Barack Obama’s mandate in the White House), committed citizens had turned to civic movements like the World Social Forum in the hopes that they could catalyse not only the discontent and protest but also innovative management of the crises that are looming over the planet. However, the frustration being aroused by the impotence of seeing how the international community refuses to equip itself with mechanisms that require the states to honour protocols like Kyoto, the Millennium Development Goals and the commitments to cooperation aid, and by seeing how the United Nations is incapable of reforming itself and adapting to the new times, has plunged social activism into a ennui that only the Web manages to spontaneously break.

			If recipes aren’t found and imaginative solutions aren’t applied by multilateral organisations, world powers, emerging countries or social movements in order to move towards a better world, we must surely go down yet another rung and address glocalisation from education itself. But this should be done not merely by conveying values, rather by disseminating good practices.

			If we rethink glocalisation, if we think about new forms of onion that can allow fresh air in, if we reglocalise ourselves, perhaps citizens educated in the best practices of glocalisation will be able to find the remedies to the overlapping crises that the G-20 and its cohorts are not offering us. And we will be able to choose whether we want a world that uses the marines to give shape to the phantasms of terror in Afghanistan, or a world that asks these same marines to disembark in Port-au-Prince with all their technology to succour the earthquake victims in Haiti.

		

	


	
		
			E-MROTK

			Comunicació i poder 

			Manuel Castells, Editorial UOC
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			The revolution in communication technologies has an impact on every aspect of our lives. The mobile phone and the internet have given birth to a new kind of horizontal communication, which has made it possible for the masses to communicate among themselves. New relationships between different forms of power and the media industry have also emerged. In this book, the professor of Sociology, Manuel Castells, who is the Wallis Annenberg Chair in Communication Technology and Society at the University of Southern California and the director of the Internet Interdisciplinary Institute at the UOC, looks at such important political processes and social changes as the events that followed the 11-M Madrid bombings, the role of the internet in Obama’s presidential campaign and the global economy, and the control of information by the Russian and Chinese governments. 

			El rey desnudo La gobernabilidad de la seguridad ciudadana

			Jaume Curbet, Editorial UOC
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			The decline in public safety has changed our lives. Never before have such high and sustained crime rates coincided with the intensification of a widespread fear of crime in society. Although few subjects receive so much attention, there is scant reflection on this contemporary phenomenon. It is not a question of persisting in the political debate about the suitability of participative strategies (mediation, justice of proximity, community participation, proximity policing) or punitive ones (zero tolerance), but of being aware that public safety policies must be based on an adjusted diagnosis of specific problems. Jaume Curbet is the director of the Master’s in Public Safety Policies at the UOC. 

			Género, TIC y videojuegos

			Adriana Gil / Montse Vall-llovera, Editorial UOC
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			Do ITCs, in general, and videogames, in particular, connect with the interests of young girls, teenagers and women? Are they interested in technology? Do they think about designing videogames or becoming computer technicians? Adriana Gil and Montse Vall-llovera, professor in the Department of Social Psychology at Barcelona’s Autonomous University and deputy-director of the Vice-Rectorate of Post-Graduate Studies and Ongoing Training at the International Postgraduate Institute of the UOC, respectively, suggest we reflect on these aspects. The digital gender gap clearly shows that ITCs aren’t neutral. However, they can provide a great opportunity to reduce the asymmetries between men and women. 

			Teories de la comunicació

			Anna Estrada Alsina / Miquel Rodrigo Alsina, Editorial UOC
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			Communication theories analyse the phenomenon of communication from a scientific perspective. In this volume, Anna Estrada and Miquel Rodrigo make an inventory of the knowledge that has been accumulated since the past century to the present day. Firstly, they look at the object of the study of communication theories, and take a brief journey through the history of this research. They then present the most significant contributions made by this field of knowledge and classify the theories of human according to three broad perspectives: interpretative, functionalist and critical. Finally, they bring together their contribution to the study of the information society. From the very outset, communication theories have analysed the impact of technologies on communicative practices and this remains their great challenge. 

		

	


	
		
			E-MROTK

			ictlogy.net/ict4dblog

			Information technologies applied to development, cooperation and NGO management are at the core of this blog by Ismael Peña, a professor of the Law and Political Science programme who holds a PhD from the UOC in the Knowledge and Information Society. Created over six years ago and recently overhauled, this blog includes studies and analyses on ICT for development, the digital divide, e-inclusion, e-learning and open contents. It shares a site with a wiki that compiles links on the issue and a new blog, SociedadRed, which reflects on the Information Society from a less academic vantage point. 

			ocwblog.org

			The OpenCourseWare Consortium is an international consortium made up of more than 200 universities and affiliated institutions that offer and share open teaching materials. Its goal is to improve access to education around the world through free, open, high-quality educational materials. Its blog reports on the organisation’s activities and reflects on some of the challenges and trends in open education and in the implementation of Open Educational Resources (OER). 

		

	


	
	


	
		
			MÓN UOC

			The e-Book is here to stay

			BY LEO RUFFINI

			Here in Spain it’s still a prospect that is met with some scepticism, but in the United States it has already become a reality with a rising legion of users. We are talking about the e-reader, the digital pocket device that lets you store books electronically (e-books) and read them anywhere. Equipped with a screen that is easier to read than a computer monitor, the e-reader is gaining ground on the other side of the Atlantic as an alternative (or at least a complement) to traditional paper books.

			The technology it uses, called ‘e-ink’, manages to make the reading experience astonishingly similar to reading a paper book. Its monitor has a white background instead of being backlit, which means that it can be used even when there is a lot of sunlight. Plus, it only expends energy when pages are turned, guaranteeing a week’s worth of reading without having to recharge the battery.

			E-ink manages to make the e-reading experience astonishingly similar to reading a paper book

			Other advantages? It stores hundreds of books in the amount of space taken up by just one paper book; you can buy a book with it and read it immediately; it lets you take notes, search the text and connect different parts through hyperlinks; it lets users change the font size according to their needs; plus, it is environmentally-friendly as it does away with paper.

			These features are driving an upswing in e-book sales in the United States, and this surge in popularity can be seen by the expectations being aroused by the launch of Amazon’s Kindle-2 and the $23 million turnover in Random House’s e-books during the first nine months of 2009 (700% more than in the same period in 2008), just to cite two examples.

			Why aren’t e-books as popular here? Magí Almirall, director of Learning Technologies at the UOC, says that the reason lies in the fact that in Spain, the range of contents available lags far behind the technology. “How many e-readers would be sold if the package included a service that offered its users the titles they were interested in, just like Amazon and Kindle do?” he wonders.

			“The e-reader opens up new learning scenarios”, says Magí Almirall

			Almirall is convinced that the e-reader has vast potential in educational subjects. Along these lines, it is worth pointing out that the UOC already offers more than 1,000 subjects in Mobipocket and ePub formats, which are compatible with the different e-reader models and can also be reproduced on other portable devices, such as computers and mobile phones.

			“The e-reader opens up new learning scenarios,” he claims. “For example, it lets people study on public transport or while travelling on the weekend.” In fact, Almirall believes that it has a more promising future as a replacement for printers than for books. “All of these documents that you print out so you can review them on a train trip can now be sent to your e-reader to review them there, a practical, paper-saving alternative.”

			Good news for people interested in exploring the possibilities of e-readers is that they have been available on loan at the UOC libraries since October. Dora Pérez, director of the library, explains it: “It is a pilot programme that lasted through December. Right now we are assessing the results, but given its popularity we’re not just continuing the programme but even reinforcing it in 2010.”

			Pérez says that the 14 iRex iLiads available on loan were not enough (by the end of the pilot test, 166 people were on a waiting list), and that 90% of the users expressed a great deal of satisfaction with the service. For this reason, she hints that they will soon be joined by 20 Kindle-2 devices which, depending on their success, may be boosted to 100 devices by the year’s end.

			“In addition to e-readers, we also have to offer useful contents”, Dora Pérez

			Pérez agrees with Almirall that “in addition to e-readers, you have to offer quality contents which are useful for students”. For this reason, the UOC has launched a website (biblioteca.uoc.edu/ebooks) that brings together e-books, articles and magazines from both the UOC and other publishers and provides access to databases outside the UOC that have documentation compatible with the e-readers.

			So what about the future? It apparently lies in exploiting the possibilities of the e-reader beyond its function as a portable library. In this sense, the UOC is already working with Orange to make the e-reader an extension of the Virtual Campus through 3G connectivity, as well as to synchronise both platforms.

			This connectivity will also make other features possible. For example, students will be able to take notes in their e-books and then share them. Or they will be able to do assessment activities on the e-reader and then send their answers online to the course professor, who can then correct them on their e-reader. 

		

	


	
		
			MÓN UOC

			HIGHLIGHTS/ 

			International experts debate the new revolution in education 2.0

			Experts in theoretical and practical aspects of the use of ICTs in education around the world met in Barcelona on the 30th of November and 1st of December to discuss Open Social Learning (OSL), the new revolution in education 2.0. The researchers who participated in the Sixth International Seminar of the UNESCO Chair in E-Learning included George Siemens, associate director of the Learning Technologies Centre at the University of Manitoba; Stephen Downes, researcher with the National Research Council of Canada; and Laura Czerniewicz and Tony Carr, director and tenured professor, respectively, of the Centre for Educational Technology at the University of Cape Town.

			www.uoc.edu/symposia/unescoseminar2009/

			The Seminar at Twitter: oer.uoc.edu/eLChair09/

			La UOC i l’Obra Social “la Caixa” afavoreixen la reinserció 

			La UOC i l’Obra Social “la Caixa” han signat un conveni de col·laboració per afavorir la reincorporació al món laboral de persones en situació o risc d’exclusió social. A través del Programa Incorpora, l’Àrea de Persones de la UOC promou el valor de la institució de fomentar que col·lectius desafavorits puguin treballar. La UOC també col·labora amb altres entitats que promouen la reinserció laboral, com és el cas de les fundacions Ranstad, Manpower, Surt i Eurofirms, entre d’altres. 

			obrasocial.lacaixa.es/ambitos/incorpora/incorpora_ca.htm

			La UOC, la Universidad de Berkeley y el ETH Zurich se alían para revolucionar el contenido académico audiovisual 

			La UOC ha participado, junto con la Universidad de California Berkeley y el Swiss Federal Institute of Technology Zurich (ETH Zurich), entre otras instituciones, en un proyecto cuyo objetivo es explotar las posibilidades del vídeo como herramienta educativa. La plataforma Matterhorn, una de las primeras iniciativas de Opencast, permitirá la programación, captura, gestión, codificación y entrega de contenidos audiovisuales. Tanto Opencast como Matterhorn son iniciativas financiadas por el programa de Investigación de Tecnología de la Información (RIT) de la Fundación Andrew W. Mellon, que ha apoyado económicamente rompedores proyectos en el ámbito de la formación y la tecnología como OKIproject, OpenCourseWare (OCW), uPortal o SAKAI.

			www.opencastproject.org/project/matterhorn

			www.mellon.org

			La UOC crea una versión exclusiva del motor de traducción Apertium 

			La UOC ha creado una versión exclusiva del motor de traducción Apertium, que ha elaborado el grupo operativo de Tecnología Educativa en colaboración con la empresa Prompsit. Esta nueva herramienta de uso interno permitirá traducir textos, documentos y páginas web de una manera sencilla y rápida. La implementación de Apertium es un paso adelante en la decisión de la UOC de crear un Campus Global. Esta aplicaciónpermite, de momento, traducir textos de catalán a castellano, inglés, francés y viceversa, pero está preparada para poder utilizar los veintiún pares de lenguas actualmente disponibles en la herramienta. 

			apertium.uoc.edu

			cookingattheuoc.wordpress.com

			L’ACUP es compromet a la reconstrucció d’Haití 

			Les universitats membres de l’Associació Catalana d’Universitats Públiques (ACUP) s’han compromès a treballar conjuntament en projectes que ajudin a la reconstrucció d’Haití i al futur de la seva comunitat educativa. L’ACUP està integrada per les universitats de Barcelona (UB), l’Autònoma de Barcelona (UAB), la Politècnica de Catalunya (UPC), la Pompeu Fabra (UPF), la de Girona (UdG), la de Lleida (UdL), la Rovira i Virgili (URV) i la UOC.


			www.acup.cat

			Marín i Tubella visiten el centre de la UOC a l’Hospitalet de Llobregat 

			L’alcaldessa de l’Hospitalet de Llobregat, Núria Marín, i la rectora de la UOC, Imma Tubella, van visitar les noves dependències del Centre de Suport de la UOC de l’Hospitalet, situat al Centre Cultural de Bellvitge, el mes de gener passat. Durant el curs 2009-2010, 778 ciutadans i ciutadanes de l’Hospitalet s’han matriculat a la UOC. Els estudis més sol·licitats són Ciències Empresarials i Informàtica de Sistemes i de Gestió.

			www.l-h.cat/

			www.youtube.com/watch?v=PYkpJ9maJfI

			La UOC gradua a 5.500 estudiantes más

			Más de 5.500 estudiantes acabaron los estudios durante el curso 2008-2009. Los actos de graduación se celebraron en el Auditorio Nacional de Música de Madrid y el Auditori de Barcelona, el 14 y el 28 de noviembre pasados, respectivamente. El padrino de la promoción fue el periodista Manuel Campo Vidal, director del Institut de Comunicació Empresarial, y los representantes de los graduados, Nuria Arroyo, en Madrid, e Inma Clérigues y Montserrat Tugas, en Barcelona. 

			Rumb, un cicle de conferències sobre viatges 

			La llibreria Altaïr i la UOC van coorganitzar la primera edició Rumb, un cicle de conferències sobre viatges que va tenir lloc a la Llibreria Altaïr de Barcelona els passats dies 22 i 29 d’octubre, i 5 i 12 de novembre. Al llarg d’aquestes sessions, diversos experts van reflexionar sobre el concepte de viatge en l’actualitat. La motivació del viatger i les seves expectatives, la relació que estableix amb l’entorn i la població que visita, així com l’impacte que hi provoca la seva presència són alguns dels temes van centrar els debats.

			The ACUP scales up its collaboration with African universities 

			The rector of the UOC and incumbent president of the Catalan Association of Public Universities (ACUB), Imma Tubella, met last January at Cheikh Anta Diop University (UCAD)in Dakar with representatives from five African universities to foster cooperation with each other. During the seminar, the participants put the final touches to the Scheme 

			for Institutional Development and Training in University Management (IDUM), a pioneering project launched a year ago with the aim of fostering the exchange of experiences and the professional development of African university directors and managers. On the photo, Tubella with the president of the UCAD, Abdou Salam Sall, and some students.


			Augmenta el nombre de proves d’avaluació final 

			En el segon semestre de 2009 es van dur a terme un total de 66.026 proves d’avaluació final, un 15,42% més amb relació al mateix semestre de l’any passat. La digitalització i correcció d’aquestes proves va comportar un període de 18 dies i en el procés hi van intervenir 1.487 correctors. Les juntes d’avaluació van tenir lloc els dies 1 i 2 de febrer i les notes finals es van publicar el dia 3. 

			En total es van utilitzar 2.982 enunciats diferents en català corresponents a 688 assignatures i 1.513 en castellà, corresponents a 461 assignatures. Els estudiants residents a l’estranger van resoldre les 1.202 proves de forma virtual. 

			Jornades de programari lliure a les Terres de l’Ebre 

			Davant la disponibilitat creixent d’eines multimèdia de programari lliure, la UOC va organitzar el novembre passat unes Jornades de programari lliure als telecentres de les Terres de l’Ebre i el Casal d’Amposta. Les sessions es van dividir en dues parts: una de formació i una sessió acadèmica en què diferents experts van parlar sobre les possibilitats que ofereix aquest tipus de programari i sobre la utilització de les eines de propietat

			Nou Centre de Suport a la ciutat de Tarragona 

			L’antic convent de les Clarisses és la seu del nou Centre de Suport de la UOC a la capital del Tarragonès. L’alcalde de Tarragona, Josep Fèlix Ballesteros, i la rectora de la UOC, Imma Tubella, van signar l’any passat el conveni que va permetre disposar d’aquest equipament, que facilitarà els recursos acadèmics i de gestió als prop de 800 estudiants de la UOC al Tarragonès. L’objectiu és inaugurar-lo durant el primer semestre de 2010. 

			The UOC hosts the SCOP 2009

			Around 80 presidents and CEOs of open, distance and virtual universities worldwide met in Barcelona to discuss how to guarantee quality levels in a context of scarce economic resources. The ICDE Standing Conference of Presidents, SCOP 2009, was hosted by the UOC and held at the Hotel Majestic at the end of November. The pictures shows UOC President, Imma Tubella, the Catalan Minister for Innovation, Universities and Business, Josep Huguet, and ICDE President, Frits Pannekoek, left to right, during the conference. 

			www.uoc.edu/symposia/scop2009/esp/programme_1.html

			La red territorial y la comunidad de graduados Alumni de la UOC impulsan el ‘networking’

			La red territorial de centros y puntos de apoyo de la UOC y Alumni, la comunidad de graduados y graduadas de la UOC, organizaron a lo largo del año pasado varias sesiones sobre la gestión estratégica de la red de contactos o networking. El objetivo de los encuentros era mejorar la estrategia de desarrollo profesional. Las sesiones se celebraron en el Centro Octubre de Sevilla (en la foto) y en los centros de apoyo de las Terres de l’Ebre, Osona y Garraf, en los puntos de apoyo del Tarragonès y Mataró, y en el Centre Cultural Blanquerna de Madrid.

			Jaap Dronkers at the UOC’s Debates on Education

			
The Ducht sociologist Jaap Dronkers offered the lecture entitled “The influence of home and host countries in immigrant pupils’ performance” at the UOC’s Debates on Education on the 9th of February at the Barcelona’s Museum of Contemporary Art (MACBA). Dronkers, a well-known Research Professor in Educational Performance and Social Inequality at the University of Maastricht, looked at whether immigrant pupils are influenced more by characteristics linked to education in their home countries or those of their host countries. 
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			INTERVIEW/ 

			JAVIER ZULOAGA “We must learn to adapt to changes”

			BY ESTER MEDICO

			Javier Zuloaga has been Director of Communication at the “la Caixa” Social Work programme since 2008. A journalist and writer, he has had a long career within the information sector and in business communications. He has served as the director of several newspapers, namely La Voz de Castilla, Unidad and El Día de Baleares, and has been the EFE news agency delegate in Portugal, Argentina and Morocco and Editor-in-Chief of La Vanguardia. From 1989 to 2006 he was the head of Communication at “la Caixa”. He recently published his second novel, La isla de los rebeldes (The Island of the Rebels, 2009).

			You are the son, grandson and brother of journalists. Is a vocation inherited? It’s not written into the genetic code, but the environment in which you grow up is certainly an influence. I was born into a family in which my father, grandfather and brothers were all journalists, and when you grow up in a world where journalism is as present as Monopoly, it’s quite natural that you choose what you know best. My mother often says that there is one thing she will never forgive my father and my brothers for: that all we ever talked about at home was journalism. I only regret not having taken up two degrees at university. 

			But you did earn a Master’s in the Information and Knowledge Society at the UOC. Yes. When I enrolled I had a basic grasp of the new information technologies as a user. It was an experience that opened my eyes to the fact that the world was changing, something that shines through in Manuel Castells’ books. The current economic crisis makes it even more obvious how new channels are changing traditional communication and the advertising market. 

			You put your learning into practice as Director of Communication at “la Caixa” Social Work. When I began at “la Caixa”, I said to my colleagues that if we were capable of being different, of going one step further and offering the media different types of text and audiovisual material, things would go well for us. We designed a new multimedia platform for the virtual press room. We told journalists about the project and set up a couple of meetings, in Madrid and Barcelona, to ask them what they needed and in what form they wanted it. The results endorsed our project and we gained more impact, precisely in the channels with the widest audience, the ones online. 

			The Net opens up new communication opportunities, but at the same time it also complicates the job of press offices. There is a debate in Spain about brand value on the Internet; how do you know who is providing the information? This is becoming increasingly important as it actually is what “guarantees” the information. I believe that an attentive reader can separate the wheat from the chaff; information that serves a vested interest from impartial information. 

			“The attentive reader can separate the wheat from the chaff”

			You emphasize the role of journalists in a press office. In my view, being part of a news room is as important as facilitating the work of journalists from a press office. If the chief press officer or head of communication has a clear ethical stance and establishes a set of guidelines with his interlocutor and, above all, never lies, then he is practising a kind of journalism. 

			This are conclusions from your experience. I’ve spent twenty years doing this, and it has been very rewarding. Journalists who spend their entire life working on the same newspaper risk becoming inbred; they start to believe that the world is how they want it to be. When you come round to this side of the fence you see that the world is much wider. Listening to a consultant, an auditor, or a risk expert can be very rewarding. I would never recommend to a young journalist setting out today to go straight into business communication before being on the other side first. 

			Does the crisis in the traditional media result from the advent of the Internet? I think the media is going to change as a result of the economic crisis and with the emergence of alternative broadcast channels, such as the Internet. There will be advertising to sustain the business, plus the profits from sales. In time journalists might also become multimedia journalists. Some people say that this is an exploitation of journalism, but I don’t agree. Professionals will do it put of personal interest, and the way the world is evolving, the same way that youngsters today are capable of multitasking. The crisis is going to speed up change. 

			And so will experienced journalists, perhaps the most difficult to retrain, be lost along the way? There is room for everybody. In hunting terms, the retriever journalist is the jack of all trades. Analysts, if they’re good, will survive. I think newspapers are going to evolve towards analysis, towards a deeper examination of issues. Some people may be left behind. You have to learn how to adapt to the changes, to feed on your own strengths. 

			Does a journalist have to be a rebel, like the spirit in your latest novel? I think so. Rebellion and nonconformity go hand in hand. At some point you have to try to break the rules to see if you can provoke the interviewee in some way and get a scoop.
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			WEB/ MOSAIC, Multimedia communication and technologies

			mosaic.uoc.edu

			BY FERRAN GIMÉNEZ

			Director of Mosaic and the UOC Multimedia graduate programme

			The digital magazine Mosaiccame into being in December 2001 with a number of challenges ahead of it: to disseminate the Multimedia graduate programme, to provide the academic team with a permanent training tool and to contribute towards formalising an area of knowledge. It has often played a part in creating a framework for participation and exchange between students, professionals and educators in the sector: a relationship that often leads to long-standing collaborations.

			Mosaic has been published constantly since it first came out and, in order to adapt to the evolution of the net, is now in its second version. Last November, the magazine transferred all its content to a new platform and began publishing using the content management system Wordpress. This change in format has also served to update the design and technology, as well as to review the editorial objectives and information architecture.

			During these years, in addition to providing an instrument for the creation and publication of content, the magazine has been a tool of great strategic value for the academic team in the Multimedia Area. A number of subjects include the magazine as a complementary bibliographical source. In the new version, the section “Experiences”is intended to become the ideal medium whereby students who have carried out commendable work can publish it on line.

			After years in existence, the magazine faces the challenges ahead with optimism. Now that the technology, design and editorial flow have been renewed, Mosaic is looking with enthusiasm to strengthen its vocation to educate, the quality of its contents and its visibility on the net.
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			ALUMNI/

			UOC Alumni one year on

			The UOC has just celebrated the first anniversary of the launch of UOC Alumni, a programme created with the aim of making the university a space for the ongoing training and professional development of graduates.

			The UOC Alumni initiative focuses on three core areas: the ongoing training of people, their professional career and the development of an important graduate network. 

			UOC Alumni has devoted its first year to building the foundations and structure for the development of future actions. www.alumni.uoc.edu is the key website for UOC graduates. The site, which prioritises the services accessible to alumni, combines the information available to everyone on the net with contents restricted to graduates, and brings together the university’s proposals for training and contents, from regulated training to dissemination activities, as well as key services, such as the loan of books from the virtual library, access to updated materials from the subjects studied and discounts on postgraduate training courses and open programmes.

			According to its director, Maria Parareda, in this way UOC Alumni has managed to ensure its graduates are “linked to the UOC”, and is now facing the immediate future as a year of consolidation. “We hope that the efforts made to take the idea forward will provide a springboard to expand the net and that the people will continue to socialise more in a better, more effective and enriching way”, she adds.

			Parareda points out that another priority aim of UOC Alumni for 2010 will be to boost the area related to professional growth, renewing the employment exchange, publishing new resources for professional improvement and offering workshops geared to the development of alumni skills.

			Featured on LiNkedIn

			In accordance with its plan to forge links between UOC graduates, Alumni has created a group featured on Linkedin: a virtual social network for professionals created in 2003. 

			The UOC Alumni group on Linkedin now has more than 400 members. “Like Facebook, the idea is to foster discussions, debates, etc. that will prompt the group members to contribute with their comments, while understanding that this will help strengthen the links between UOC graduates, which is what Alumni wants”, Parareda explains.

			www.linkedin.com/groups
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			COMUNITY/ ELENA COBLER

			“We can all choose not to use violence”

			BY ALBERT ROCA ENRICH

			Elena Cobler never stops. After becoming a local police officer she took a degree in Law. In 2005, out of solidarity with victims of gender-based violence, she set up an office to help them at the headquarters of the Guàrdia Urbana (local police) in Reus, where she works. With a Master’s degree in Conflict Resolution, she participated in the 3rd International Congress on Conflicts, Conflictology and Peace at the UOC.

			[image: 25.JPG]

			You took part in the congress as the head of the anti-violence programme of the Guàrdia Urbana in Reus Yes, and it was very interesting. Different security corps gathered together to discuss how to apply what I had learned in my Master’s at the UOC when dealing with the conflicts we handle every day. 

			What kind of conflicts? Complaints because a neighbour has stained your clothes that are hanging out to dry; or they’re making noise or playing loud music; fights; traffic problems... any situation in which two people are brought into confrontation. Instead of filing a complaint we try to talk to both parties, with the assistance of a social educator, and offer them the chance to meet and solve the problem without going to court. 

			How is it working? Very well. We’ve been working on it for two years. We also run courses in conflict resolution for our colleagues, so that they can use the same tools and techniques I acquired at the UOC, and the results are positive. 

			Don’t they teach these things at the police academy? Nowadays it does exist as a course, but before that you ad-libbed as you encountered specific problems; you set out with the idea that the extent of your duties was to enforce the law, and everyone interpreted that in their own way. 

			Your emphasis is now on education. Yes; I also give talks in schools on the basis of what I learned on the Master’s, and the message I try to get across is that violence exists but we can all choose not to use it. 

			Yet, it looks as if there is no way of completely eradicating violence against women. What’s going wrong? I don’t think anything is going wrong. The difference is that now we are talking about it. We have to keep working to make it understood that this kind of behaviour is not a biological fact but is part of our culture and therefore can be changed.

			Should women report it when they are attacked? Yes, because if we don’t violence will never end. There is no point putting up with it even if you have small children, because then you are teaching them the worst possible thing. It helps to know that other women are suffering in a similar way. You have to realise that he is the guilty one, not you. You have to make it clear that you don’t want to go on living like that and say enough is enough. 

			And what happens after that? Then you need to recover your self-esteem: surround yourself with people who will support you because the first thing the aggressor will do is try to isolate you, to convince you that nobody will help you. And you have to be alone when necessary. You shouldn’t say that there will never be another man in your life, because they are not all the same... In short, you have to decide how you want to live your life. 
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