
	
		
			EDITORIAL

			I am UOC

			Imma Tubella | President of the UOC

			Imma Tubella | President of the UOC Being part of the UOC community is, fifteen years on from the first daring idea of setting it up on the Internet, a much more powerful feeling than simply acknowledging a dedicated group of professionals, teachers and students who, by opening up virtual classrooms on a daily basis, have managed to forge one of the most successful experiences in e-learning in the world. It’s about adopting a whole new life style, one of continuous learning, and a new culture, wiki-culture and collaboration on the Net; it’s about adopting values and spreading knowledge freely and openly. It’s about aspirations: education without borders, giving a service to society, doing away with distances, being supportive, human and accessible, being universal. And it’s about taking on a new personality, a determined interest in uniting and getting closer to the best of this new century’s two worlds, which we digital immigrants still distinguish as virtual and real, but which Internet natives no longer separate.
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			So it was that fifteen years ago a group of experts led by Gabriel Ferraté, who became the first President of our university, followed the mandate of Jordi Pujol, then president of the government of Catalonia, and proposed providing further education through a virtual network which was only just beginning to come into the home and which was already linking up some of the leading seats of learning in the world. The number 61094 – which we choose every year on the Christmas lottery and which corresponds to the date the law was passed for setting up this privately managed university with a public mission – will remain a landmark in the history, both real and virtual, of our country. Year after year it takes on a greater symbolism because it was not that obvious then that in fifteen years 5,000 of the planet’s 7,200 million inhabitants would be connected with each other, a third directly through mobile phones. Nor that the UOC would grow from 200 to 56,000 students online with virtual classrooms that never ever shut, not even for a day.

			Nearly 20 million students are taking lessons at distance learning universities this very moment around the world; they work, have families, suffer from mobility problems or simply do not want to miss one day of learning, but prefer to do it at their own pace. Many of these universities began by sending learning material by post; they are hybrid or make use of the radio and television channels or the Web; they even have hundreds of thousands or millions of students enrolled (like the Indira Gandhi Open University or the open universities of Pakistan, Bangladesh, Indonesia or Hong Kong), but not one was born and raised on the Net like the UOC was when it all began. Going beyond the perceptive vision of the Internet’s potential as the virtual environment which would enable knowledge to be universal, the UOC also developed a learning methodology which easily adapts to the needs of the student, of the local and global academic framework, of the market and also of the new customs generated by the rapid evolution of information and communication technology.

			I venture to say that today the UOC is actually a way of life for the nearly 200,000 people in the world who click into our Campus. That’s why we are obsessed about making e-learning a daily habit that fits in with leisure activities, work and family demands in a global, mobile, interconnected and multicultural digital environment, where the most important thing is not the means but the service to the community and the accumulation and dissemination of free, open knowledge, shared on a planetary scale. 

			The challenge now is to imagine the UOC post-web, at the service of the digital natives who will see e-learning as a natural way of accessing knowledge and planning their continuous education. They will be demanding and we will have to be able to act as a beacon in a division-free, extremely competitive world, where there will be less funding and where universities will, at last, no longer have the monopoly of knowledge.

			The UOC is becoming a social network of knowledge. We are the UOC 2.0. The social UOC, but we are running late if we want to get into the 3.0 dimension, the post-web world, where the Internet will become a network of interconnected hubs which we’ll access directly from applications on our Smartphones. Now, just like fifteen years ago, to imagine an online university beyond the Web sounds like utopia. But we’ve got experience. And that’s why I’m proud to say, “I am UOC!” and I want to thank everyone in the community who has made our success possible, which is nothing less than giving society new graduates, year in year out, ready for a unique world, where reality is virtual and virtuality is real.
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